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Frozen, broken pipes a main concern the
next few days
Pipes primarily located in Rhode Island Point area of town
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — With the recent string of cold weather, the borough’s main concern over the next few days will be
the pipes, Mayor Matt Doherty said.

Pipes in the Rhode Island Point area of town have been freezing, the mayor said, because they are temporarily
above ground while improvements are being made to the infrastructure.

That area of town, as well as several others, have been experiencing water issues for over one year. To remedy
the situation, which has been, in part, attributed to the aging water system, a company is currently cleaning
and lining the infrastructure [see related story].

Fran Hines, Department of Public Works assistant superintendent, said while the pipes are being cleaned and
lined, water must be provided to homes. To do that, external pipes are run down both sides of the street and
each house is hooked with a hose to feed water into the home, he said.

Those pipes are the ones that are freezing and breaking open, Mr. Hines said.

The work on Oakwood and Maplewood roads, as well as River Court has been
completed, and most of the homes there are now operating with the underground
water system, Mr. Hines said, noting most of the temporary infrastructure has been
removed there.

The next area to be done, he said, is Briarwood Road and Pine Tree Way.

Mayor Doherty said he anticipates the DPW and the company working on the
improvements will be working on the frozen pipes and those that will break over the
next several days as the weather warms.

He also advised residents living in Rhode Island Point who are in areas with work being done to keep their
faucet running during cold weather so it does not freeze.

The functioning of Belmar has to continue during inclement weather, Mayor Doherty said, which means that
DPW employees, police and crossing guards, among other employees, are out in the cold weather.

Belmar is “lucky to have dedicated employees out there every day during this weather,” the mayor said.

He advised those employees, as well as residents, to dress in layers.

“Items you may not have used in years are coming out of the closet for weather like this,” Mayor Doherty said.

© 2014 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Frozen, broken pipes a main concern the next few days”

Star News Group (01.09.14): Frozen, broken pipes a main conce... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/01.09.14/frozen__brok_...

1 of 2 1/25/14 9:02 AM



contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.
Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Star News Group (01.09.14): Frozen, broken pipes a main conce... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2014/01.09.14/frozen__brok_...

2 of 2 1/25/14 9:02 AM


