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Borough ushers in new year with
reorganization meeting
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough ushered in the new year by swearing in
Councilman Brian Magovern and its newest council member,
Janis Keown-Blackburn, on Saturday, Jan. 4.

The reorganization meeting began with Mayor Matt Doherty
swearing in both council members.

Councilman Magovern began serving on the dais in 2010, while
Councilwoman Keown-Blackburn joins the dais to fill the seat
of former councilwoman Claire Deicke, who chose not to seek
re-election.

All council members who sat on the dais previously were
reappointed to the various committees they sit on. These
appointments were made by the mayor.

Councilman Magovern was reappointed to the finance, grants,
leasing and personnel committee, as well as the beach and
environment committee, water/sewer committee and parks,
roads and buildings committee.

The councilman was also appointed as this year’s council
president. The position was previously held by Mrs. Deicke.

Councilman Jim Bean was reappointed to the public safety
committee and water/sewer committee.

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay was reappointed to the
finance, grants, leasing and personnel committee, parks, roads
and buildings committee and community services committee.

Councilwoman Keown-Blackburn took over the committees that Mrs. Deicke had
previously sat on. Those committees are the beach and environment committee,
public safety committee and community services committee.

The mayor also appointed members to the planning board. Mayor Doherty, borough
Department of Public Works Director Mike Campbell, Councilman Magovern, Thomas
Burke, Judy Rokoszak, Chris Hoffman and Ed Windas were all appointed. The terms of
the mayor, Councilman Magovern and Mr. Campbell expire on Dec. 31 of this year,
while the terms of the remaining appointments expire on Dec. 31, 2017.

Appointments were also made for the local emergency planning committee.

Mayor Doherty was appointed director and coordinator, while the Office of Emergency Management first,
second and third deputy coordinators will be director of emergency medical services Francis Hines, Police Chief
Tom Palmisano and Sgt. Tina Scott, respectively. Capt. Andrew Huisman was appointed communications/IT 
officer; fire chief Doug Brand was appointed Haz-Mat WMD officer; Mr. Hines was appointed CERT officer;
director of social services Kelly Williams was appointed shelter/welfare officer; and Robbin Kirk was appointed
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At the beginning of the Jan. 4 reorganization,
Mayor Matt Doherty administered the Oath of
Office to Councilman Brian Magovern, who had
his family by his side. His family members
included his daughter, Meghann Marturano, and
grandchildren Rose Mangan, 3 [holding Bible],
Drew Marturano, 3, and Grant Marturano, 2.
The councilman began serving on the dais in
2010. Photo by STEVE WEXLER, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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finance officer.

Next, the governing body voted on other appointments for the new year.

The council voted 4-1 to reappoint borough attorney Michael DuPont, borough engineer Paul Calabrese, borough
bond/redevelopment counsel Edward McManimon, special counsel Karl Kemm and public defender Eric Brophy.
In addition, Thomas Fallon was reappointed as the auditor and Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas was
reappointed as special counsel.

Councilman Jim Bean was the sole no vote.

The councilman said after the meeting that he voted no because Mayor Doherty had grouped all the
appointments together in one resolution, and while he had no problems with most of the appointments, he did
have an issue with reappointing Mr. DuPont.

“I voted against the borough attorney because of the string of lawsuits that we lost,” Councilman Bean said.

These lawsuits include three against the borough pertaining to the rebuilding of the pavilions and several
complaints filed with the state Government Records Council, he said.

“I think we’re getting bad advice,” the councilman said.

Councilman Bean was also the sole no vote on the reappointment of Colleen Connolly as borough administrator.

The councilman said he voted no because he does not believe the borough administrator position should be
paid as much as it is, especially since Ms. Connolly has only been with the borough for about one year. He also
said he believes the salary is something the borough cannot afford.

Ms. Connolly currently makes $97,500 annually.

The councilman voted no on reappointing Ms. Connolly in 2013, as well.

The rest of the appointments were approved unanimously.

Ms. Connolly was reappointed as the fund commissioner for the Central Jersey Joint Insurance Fund and Mr.
Campbell as the alternate fund commissioner and safety delegate.

The governing body also reappointed Amy Spera as water/sewer collector, Sharon Day as deputy municipal
clerk, Patricia Zwirz as registrar vital statistics and April Claudio as deputy registrar vital statistics. Ms. Spera
and Ms. Day were also appointed as registrar of vital statistics alternates.

Theodore Bianchi was reappointed as zoning official.

Ms. Zwirz was also reappointed as the public agency compliance officer for the year.

Stephen S. Schueler was reappointed as municipal prosecutor.

Mayor Doherty and Ms. Zwirz were reappointed to the local assistance board.

The governing body also approved the reappointment of the directors to various departments. Ms. Kirk, the
borough’s chief financial officer, was appointed to the finance department, Police Chief Tom Palmisano was
appointed to the public safety department, Neil Hamilton, borough code enforcement director, was appointed
to the code enforcement department, Mayor Doherty was appointed to the parks and recreation department
and Mr. Campbell was appointed to the public works department.

Ms. Connolly was appointed as the community development program representative and Ms. Claudio was
appointed as her alternative.
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Gene Cory was reappointed as the borough’s representative to the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage
Authority.

Appointments were also made to the various co mmissions in the borough.

Neil Scheck, Sal Circelli, Robert Luetholt and Dorsey Latza were appointed to the borough’s shade tree
commission. Mr. Scheck and Mr. Luetholt were appointed for a term expiring Dec. 31 of this year, while Mr.
Circelli and Ms. Latza’s terms will expire on Dec. 31, 2015.

Robert Cupoli, Mark Fitzgerald and Thomas Brennan were appointed to the board of adjustment. All terms will
expire on Dec. 31, 2016.

Eric Lippincott, Chris Hoffman, Carol Davies, Meredith Brennan, Virginia Seidel and Steve Woelfer were
appointed to the environmental commission. The terms of Mr. Lippincott and Mr. Hoffman will expire on Dec.
31 of this year, Ms. Davis’ and Ms. Brennan’s will expire on Dec. 31, 2015 and Ms. Seidel’s and Mr. Woelfer’s will
expire on Dec. 31, 2017.

Council members Keown-Blackburn and Magovern were appointed to the harbor commission alongside Roy
Childers, Michael Rothenberg and Robert Lynch. All terms will expire on Dec. 31 of this year.

Council member Nicolay was reappointed as the borough’s liaison to the tourism commission, and Don Tarrant,
Frank Sementa, Chris Brandl and Stephen Lacko were appointed to the commission.

Mayor Doherty, Belmar Elementary School Superintendent David Hallman, David Valiaveedan, Bruce Blattner
and Luis Pulido were all approved as trustees to the Belmar Public Library. The terms of Mayor Doherty, Mr.
Hallman and Mr. Valiaveedan expire on Dec. 31 of this year, while the term of Mr. Blattner and Mr. Pulido expire
Dec. 31, 2017 and Dec. 31, 2015, respectively.

Councilwoman Keown-Blackburn was appointed as the borough’s Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA]
Committee coordinator. Brendan Read, Mary Louise Anderson, Carol Barnwell, Mary-Jo Allen, Michael O’Connell
and Rose DeGuayna were appointed to the ADA Committee.
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