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Silver Lake project to begin shortly
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Residents around Silver Lake will soon see some relief as plans are in the works to begin a project
that will improve the drainage at the lake.

For years, the borough has been seeking funding to remediate Silver Lake, which sometimes floods during
heavy rain.

This was evident when Hurricane Sandy hit in 2012 as the lake became one with the ocean, causing the lake to
overflow many blocks into the street.

After the storm, the borough came up with a plan to improve the drainage of the lake, but had decided to hold
off on bonding for it in the hopes of receiving some funding.

However, after getting news that a grant they applied for with the U.S. Department of Agriculture was denied,
the borough decided to move forward with bonding for the project.

The $1.86 million bond ordinance was approved in late 2013 to fund the project.

The Silver Lake project includes increasing the size of the outfall pipe, as well as
moving its location from under Ocean Avenue to along A Street to the Shark River 
Inlet.

Currently, the outfall pipe is 18 inches in diameter, but the new pipe would be 36
inches.

There is also a second pipe, a forcemain, being worked into the project.

By running the pipes under A Street, the water will drain more easily because the ocean’s wave action will not
be against the pipe. The pipes will be easier to maintain.

A Street would be dug up from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet and the two pipes will be placed underneath
it. The road would then be repaved.

A concrete pad will also be built around the lake, which will allow pumps to be placed at the lake during
inclement weather. Those pumps will run under A Street, allowing Ocean Avenue to remain open.

The current pipe that runs into the Atlantic Ocean will remain once the new pipe is installed down A Street.

Recently, the borough awarded a $1.2 million contract for the project to P&A Construction, in Colonia.

“It’s a great engineering solution” that will “ease minds” of those living around Silver Lake, said borough
administrator Colleen Connolly.

According to Ms. Connolly, the borough had hoped to hear back from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency because the project was submitted as hazard mitigation. Since the borough has yet to hear back,
though, they will move forward with the project and “will do this ourselves.”

Once a project commences, hazard mitigation is no longer available, she said.

A preconstruction meeting is slated for sometime in the next week, she said.
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