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ADA Committee gears up to host two events
One is a music program for children with special needs
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough’s Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA] committee is gearing up to host two events.

The first event is for families who have a relative with disabilities and the other is a music program for children
with special needs.

FAMILY MEMBERS PROGRAM

On Oct. 24, the ADA committee will host a program for family members of people with disabilities.

There, Hillary Freeman, an attorney with Freeman Carolla Reisman & Gran based in
Princeton, and Larry Buccheri, from the Mid-Atlantic Resource Group in Wall, will be
speaking about sibling relationships, guardianship and estate planning.

Ms. Freeman said she will be talking about her own personal experience as a sibling of
someone who has special needs, as well as talking about how to maximize the amount
of services that family members with disabilities gets from the school or state to give
them the support and skills necessary to be an independent, functional member of
society.

Ms. Freeman has a brother with autism, Brian.

When a parent dies, the family member with special needs does not know what to do, so it is important to get
their siblings involved to ensure the best interest of that person with special needs is protected, Ms. Freeman
said, noting the parents make arrangements for their child prior to their death.

Mr. Buccheri said he will be discussing the financial planning that is needed for families who have a member
with special needs.

The free program will be held from 7 to 9 pm. on Oct. 24 in the borough hall community room, 601 Main St.

MUSIC PROGRAM

Starting on Nov. 6, the ADA committee will be hosting a music program for children ages 4 to 10 with special
needs.

Councilwoman Claire Deicke said although the program is geared toward children ages 4 to 10 with special
needs, accommodations can be made if children out of that age range want to participate.

Musical instruments, such as hand bells, tambourines and tom-tom drums, have been purchased for the
program already.

The program will benefit the children because “I think all children respond to music,” Councilwoman Deicke
said.

There is also a social component to the program, the councilwoman added.

Teaching the program will be music specialist Gloria Fowler.

Ms. Fowler has taught piano and voice for 32 years in her small studio school, New Century Music School. During
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this time, she has encountered people, most of whom have been children, with various mental and physical
disabilities, she said, noting most of her experience has been with high functioning autistic children.

“I have seen firsthand music working magic in both neurotypical learners and those with autism as well as
related learning difficulties,” she said.

Music is soothing, particularly to children with autism, and can provide a sense of accomplishment, structure,
self discipline and enjoyment, Ms. Fowler said.

“I already know the enjoyment kids on the spectrum can get from music, as I look at their beautiful faces every
day, but when Councilwoman Claire Deicke said she had been looking for a music teacher to work with kids
with special needs, I knew it was meant for me,” Ms. Fowler said. “I happily accept the challenge and look
forward to making kids smile.”

The program will be a “general music and fun” one that involves songs, movement and use of some
age-appropriate beginner instruments children can handle, she said.

The program will run from 4 to 4:45 p.m. every Wednesday from Nov. 6 to Dec. 18 [except Nov. 27] in the
borough hall community room, 601 Main St.

The program is free. Parents must remain with their children during the event.

Parents interested should contact the borough’s recreation department at 732-681-3700 ext 211.
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