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Three board of ed incumbents, one veteran
to run for open seats
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Four people will be facing off for the three open seats on the Belmar Elementary School [BES] Board
of Education in November.

There are three, three-year terms up for grabs. Those are the seats of board members Cherie Adams, Aileen
Fahy and Jean Folker.

All three are seeking re-election. In addition, former board member Karen Barry is seeking to be elected, once
again, to the board.

AILEEN FAHY

Aileen Fahy, 43, lives with her husband, Thomas, and their children, Brigid, 13,
Thomas, 10, and Julia, 6, on River Avenue in the borough.

Mrs. Fahy earned a bachelor of arts degree in English from Iona College, in New
Rochelle, N.Y.

She currently works at Prudential Zack Shore Properties, in Sea Girt, as a Realtor
associate.

Mrs. Fahy was elected to the board in November 2012 to fill the seat of board
member Dennis Lepore, who resigned before his term expired. His term is expiring at

the end of this year.

As a board member, Mrs. Fahy currently serves on the education policy committee and has helped with the
school’s strategic plan.

The Strategic Plan is a five-year initiative that allows teachers, parents, administration and community
members to work collaboratively to envision the future and identify the necessary steps to reach the school’s
vision.

If re-elected, Mrs. Fahy hopes to continue serving the students of Belmar Elementary School by focusing on
teacher accountability and strategic spending.

BES students have “individual strengths, challenges and needs that should be met in order to learn,” she said,
noting that good education comes from good teachers.

Mrs. Fahy said she feels a responsibility to ensure that comprehensive and ongoing teacher training, as well as
communication with parents and the entire community are effective.

KAREN BARRY

Karen Barry, 44, lives with her husband, William, and their children, Devin, 13, and Brady, 11, on 10th Avenue.

Mrs. Barry earned her bachelor of science degree in education, with a major in English, from SUNY New Paltz,
in New Paltz, N.Y. She then graduated with a masters degree in reading from the school. Mrs. Barry then
completed 30 graduate credits from the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, in North Adams, Mass., in school
administration to get her administrative certificate so she could be a principal.
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Mrs. Barry is currently the principal at the Millstone Township Middle School.

Mrs. Barry joined the board to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Lepore, but decided to run for a full, three-year
term last year. She was defeated.

“After being an educator for 22 years, I feel it is imperative to become involved in my own childrens’
education,” she said. “I want to invest my time in the educational system in Belmar in the hopes of bringing my
years of educational experience to the board of education.”

CHERIE ADAMS

Ms. Adams, 55, who has resided in the borough for the past 27 years, lives on 12th Avenue. She has two grown
daughters, Kaitlyn and Jordan.

She earned her juris doctor degree, and is now a partner in the Adams Gutierrez & Lattiboudere law firm in
Newark. Adams Gutierrez & Lattiboudere is a minority- and women-owned law firm that specializes in
education law and labor and employment.

Outside of work and her position on the board, Ms. Adams is involved with the NJ Sharing Network promoting
organ donation.

Ms. Adams, who is currently the board president, has served five terms, and is looking to serve another.

If re-elected, Ms. Adams wants to continue to improve student achievement and implementation of the
strategic plan.

JEAN FOLKER

Ms. Folker, 57, lives on 13th Avenue with her daughter, Krysta, 15.

Ms. Folker attended Keene State College, in Keene, N.H., and Fairleigh Dickinson University, in Teaneck, as an
undergraduate, but did not graduate from either.

She is self employed in sales and marketing.

In Belmar, Ms. Folker volunteered as a recreation coach for soccer and softball and was once the Belmar
Elementary Parent Teacher Organization president and treasurer. She has also served as the Belmar Youth Club
president.

Ms. Folker is seeking her second term on the board.

Currently, she is a member of the newly formed budget and finance committee, which is a subcommittee of the
board of education.

“I believe it is our responsibility to provide our children with every possible advantage and opportunity to
achieve success,” which begins in elementary school, Ms. Folker said.

The school board and administration have an obligation to ensure that each child receives the best education
and that their individual needs are met, she said.

However, the common core curriculum “stifles individuality and creativity and limits our teachers from doing
what they do best, teach,” she said.

Ms. Folker would like to see these issues addressed, she said.

In addition, the board and administration have an obligation to be fiscally responsible. And as a member of the
newly formed budget and finance committee, Ms. Folker said she will “do my best to make sure that the
education our children receives is the best possible while at the same time making sure that our budget is kept
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in check and we receive the most for our tax dollars.”
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