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Four to compete for two open seats on boro
council
Open seats are that of Council members Brian Magovern, Claire Deicke
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Four candidates — two Republicans and two Democrats — will vie for the two open seats on the dais
come the November election.

Democratic incumbent candidate Councilman Brian Magovern, of South Lake Drive, and newcomer Janis Keown-
Blackburn, of River Court, and Republican candidates Tom Burke, of 10th Avenue, and David Schneck, of C
Street, will be facing off for the seats of Council President Claire Deicke and Councilman Magovern.

Councilwoman Deicke chose not to seek re-election. The councilwoman has said she is not seeking reelection
because she would like to “refocus on family and more personal matters.”

BRIAN MAGOVERN

Councilman Magovern, 61, lives on South Lake Drive with his wife, Jane. Together,
they have two children, Meghann and Colleen. He is a lifelong resident of the
borough.

The councilman received his bachelor of arts degree from William Paterson University
in Wayne.

He currently works as a physical education teacher at St. Peter School in Point
Pleasant Beach.

The councilman began serving on the dais in 2010 to fill the seat of former
councilwoman Merry Brennan when she resigned. He is currently serving his first full term, and is looking to
serve another. He currently sits on the planning board, harbor commission and shade tree commission.
Councilman Magovern served on the tourism commission and was once the president of the Belmar Kiwanis Club
and Belmar Historical Society.

Councilman Magovern said he is seeking another term to help keep the municipal tax rate stable, while
encouraging development throughout town. He would also like to continue senior and youth recreation
programs, and help finish the recovery effort post-Hurricane Sandy, as well, he said.

JANIS KEOWN-BLACKBURN

Ms. Keown-Blackburn, 65, who has resided in Belmar for the past 14 years, lives on River Road. She has one
daughter, Sandra, who lives in California.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn graduated from Rutgers University with a major in marketing and minor in meteorology.

She was a pilot for more than 40 years before retiring from Spirit Airlines in March. Prior to Spirit Airlines, she
flew for Kiwi Airlines, Eastern Airlines, Sun Country Airlines, Summit Airlines and Princeton Airways.

Currently, Ms. Keown-Blackburn is a member of the zoning board of adjustment and serves on the housing
authority commission for the senior citizen building. She is also a member of the Belmar Arts Council, Belmar
Historical Society and Belmar Woman’s Club.
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Outside the community, Ms. Keown-Blackburn is a member of the Civil Air Patrol, NJ Aviation Education Council
and the Ninety-Nines, all of which have to do with aviation.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn said she would like become a council member in order to finish the Sandy recovery
efforts, improve the borough’s infrastructure and continue and expand borough activities for residents.

In line with Sandy recovery, Ms. Keown-Blackburn said, “I feel that we need to find funding as soon as possible
to protect our beachfront from destroying our new boardwalk and flooding into our streets and properties.”

She also said the borough needs to continue to work with those around Lake Como to find a solution to prevent
future flooding events, as well as monitor the new pipeline to ensure that it is in proper condition once the
Silver Lake project is completed.

The Silver Lake project is a hazard mitigation plan that increases the size of the outfall pipe and moves its
location from under Ocean Avenue to along A Street to the Shark River Inlet.

DAVID SCHNECK

Mr. Schneck, 56, has resided in the borough for the past 20 years with his wife Karen and their two daughters,
Jenna, 16, and Catina, 13. They reside on C Street.

While Mr. Schneck has never sat on the dais, he has attended and participated in almost every council meeting
for the past eight years or so, and has run unsuccessfully for a seat on the council in 2010. He dropped out of
the race last year.

Mr. Schneck currently is a technical writer and product program director for Continental Auto Parts, LLC in
Newark.

Mr. Schneck said he is running for a seat on the council because he “would like to see Belmar’s government
focus on the traditional responsibility of local government, which would be to provide essential services to the
residents and property owners in an efficient, transparent and responsive manner.”

“The needs of the residents must come before anything done to promote tourism,” he said.

Mr. Schneck said even before Hurricane Sandy, he opposed the current administration’s “reckless accumulation
of debt,” and will continue to do so in the future. He will work toward reducing the debt through spending
cuts, not tax increases, he said.

TOM BURKE

Mr. Burke, 70, lives on 10th Avenue with his wife, Joyce Ciallella. He has three step-sons: Jeff, 42, Justine, 35,
and Jimmy, 33.

Mr. Burke graduated from Simpson College in Iowa in 1966, where he received a bachelor of science degree in
education. After graduating, Mr. Burke began a 20-year career with the State of New Jersey in the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation, where he served as counselor, manager and supervising administrative analyst over
that 20-year period.

In 1984, Mr. Burke started Greywolf Antiques in Lambertville and Brielle, which he said became a well-known
business in both areas for more than 20 years.

He retired in 2005.

Mr. Burke lived in Brielle for a number of years, during which he served on a number of committees, including
the Diamond Jubilee committee, chamber of commerce and planning board. He sat on the planning board until
he moved to Belmar.

While Mr. Burke has not sat on the dais before, he is no stranger to the election season. He ran unsuccessfully
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as the Republican candidate in the November 2012 election.

He has become involved in the Belmar Historical Society and the chamber of commerce.

Mr. Burke said, if elected, he will “place the community of Belmar first, and Belmar the destination second.”

He will also “govern placing principals over politics and ethics over cronyism, and by common sense,” he said.

Mr. Burke said he would also restore transparency and accountability to the borough of Belmar, and will insist
on “fair and consistent” enforcement of housing laws and borough codes.

If elected, Mr. Burke said he will also “reel in out-of-control spending” and work toward “strengthening the
Belmar tax base,” and improve the education of the borough’s children, as well as support the development of
a strong business community.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Four to compete for two open seats on boro council”

Star News Group (10.10.13): Four to compete for two open seat... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/10.10.13/four_to_comp...

3 of 3 10/27/13 6:48 PM


