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Resident asks his name to be removed from
petition
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One resident has asked the borough to  remove his name from a petition that circulated in town
after it came to light what the petition was about.

Gene Murray, of Eighth Avenue, cast his vote for the special primary election on Aug. 13 for the senate seat of
Sen. Frank Lautenburg, who died earlier this year, when two people were electioneering, asking Mr. Murray to
sign a petition, he said.

The people were standing right outside the building of the polling area, Mr. Murray said.

According to the New Jersey state website, electioneering is “any activity or display of materials that is
intended to advocate, solicit or suggest support for a candidate, political party or public referendum.” No one
is allowed to electioneer within 100 feet from the outside entrance of the polling place.

The two people said the petition was about the pavilions, Mr. Murray said.

So without reading the petition, Mr. Murray signed it because he figured it was “for
what the mayor and council are fighting for and what I’m fighting for, too.”

Little did Mr. Murray know, but the petition was actually asking for the $7.5 million
bond that funds the pavilion project to be put on a ballot, leaving it up to the
residents as to whether the borough should adopt the ordinance and take on the debt.
The petition was presented to the council in September by Belmar residents under the
name Let the Citizens Decide.

The borough is moving forward with rebuilding two of the four pavilions that were
destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. Those two pavilions are the Fifth [Taylor Pavilion] and

10th Avenue pavilions.

“It was my fault. I didn’t read it. I was in a hurry,” Mr. Murray said at the Oct. 2 council meeting. At the
meeting he spoke about the petition and why he wants his name removed from it.

Realizing what he signed, and after learning that those people should not have been there, Mr. Murray went to
borough hall on Oct. 2 to get his name removed from the petition.

April Claudio, borough clerk, then notified the borough attorney, Michael Dupont, about it, she said. Mr. Dupont
is reviewing the matter, she said on Tuesday.

No one else has come forward asking for their name to be removed from the petition, she said on Monday.

According to Ms. Claudio, the County Board of Elections was notified about the petition and informed her that
it was electioneering. The board advised Ms. Claudio that if it happens again to contact the police department,
she said, noting the police department has since been notified.

All poll workers have also been notified to contact Ms. Claudio if they see electioneering or anything that may
be of concern immediately so it can be addressed at the time that it occurs.

Hedra Siskel, superintendent of elections for Monmouth County, said “no one can be distributing any type of
literature within 100 feet of the polling space.” If it is outside of that space, though, they can distribute such
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material and it is not breaking the law, she said.

“People should have the right to walk in and out of the polls without being bothered,” she said.

Ms. Siskel added that media organizations can get exit poll credentials, which comes from the board of
elections. With those credentials, media organizations can stand within 100 feet of polling locations and take a
poll of voters to see who they voted for.

According to the state website, “pursuant to a federal consent decree, the media outlets represented by
Edisonitosky Research [ABC, AP, CBS, CNN, Fox News, and NBC] may exit poll within one hundred feet of the
outside entrance to the polling place. It is not considered to be electioneering.”

Ms. Siskel, who said she was unaware of the situation in Belmar, said nothing can be done retroactively, but it
can be addressed the day of the election.

Former mayor and attorney Ken Pringle, who filed the petition with the borough on behalf of Let the Citizens
Decide, said “what they did was absolutely not electioneering.”

The people stood on a public sidewalk outside of the municipal building to collect signatures for a petition, and
it happened to coincide with an election, Mr. Pringle said.

“The nature of electioneering is a crime and what they did was [an] absolutely protected first amendment
activity,” he said, and is protected under the U.S. and New Jersey constitutions.

“I think they [the mayor and Democrats] orchestrated this whole issue so that it would be raised at a council
meeting and the press would cover it and cast aspersions of the people who were circulating the petitions,” he
said, noting he finds it “hard to believe” that Mr. Murray signed the petition without knowing what he signed.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the organizers of Let the Citizens Decide, who have been “opposed to our recovery,”
handed out flyers that had inaccurate information.

“It’s unfortunate that they took advantage of a senior citizen as he was leaving the polling place,” he said.

This incident has spurred Councilman Jim Bean to send a formal complaint to Ms. Claudio, asking her to look
into exit polling that took place at the Nov. 6, 2012 election.

At the November 2012 election, a female, who said she was hired by D’Jais Bar & Grill, was conducting exit
polling, according to the councilman.

“I don't believe D'Jais is a media outlet represented by Edison-Mitosky Research,” Councilman Bean wrote to
Ms. Claudio.

Ms. Claudio wrote Mr. Bean back, saying due to the amount of time that has passed, nothing can be done.
However, she has contacted the county Board of Elections and borough police department to make them aware
of the situation. In addition, “all poll workers have been advised to be more aware of electioneering,” she said.
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