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Belmar on its way to adopting beachfront
redevelopment plan
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough is one step closer to rebuilding its pavilions as the first reading of an ordinance
adopting the redevelopment plan for those buildings was approved at the Oct. 2 council meeting.

The first reading of the ordinance was approved 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean as the sole no vote.

Adopting a redevelopment plan is the next step for the borough since it designated the beachfront as an area in
need of redevelopment earlier this year.

Designating the area in need of redevelopment, which was done in light of Hurricane Sandy and the destruction
it caused at the beachfront, gives the borough options when rebuilding the pavilions. These options, such as
entering a private-public partnership, are made possible with the redevelopment plan.

The governing body moved forward with this plan after the planning board had reviewed it, and made slight
alterations.

The slight alterations to the redevelopment plan include rewording a portion of the
plan to make it up to date and clarifying uses that are permitted in the area.

The redevelopment plan, which will supercede zoning in the area, lays out what uses
are permitted and gives the borough options when it comes to redeveloping the area.

“What this redevelopment plan does is, it focuses on the areas where the pavilions
were,” David Roberts, the borough’s planning consultant, said.

The plan includes all four pavilions that stood at the beachfront prior to Hurricane
Sandy.

The borough is already moving forward with redeveloping two of the four pavilions. Those pavilions are Fifth
Avenue [Taylor Pavilion] and 10th Avenue. The Eighth and 13th Avenue pavilions are not being reconstructed at
this time.

Introducing the redevelopment plan comes at a time when several borough residents have filed two lawsuits
against the borough.

The first lawsuit seeks to compel the borough to comply with a petition filed on Sept. 18, giving Belmar voters
an opportunity to vote on whether to incur the debt for the two, planned pavilions at the beachfront. The
lawsuit seeks to have the question placed on the ballot for the Nov. 5 election.

The petition filed on Sept. 18 by a group of Belmar residents calling itself Let the Citizens Decide, protests the
$7.5 million bond ordinance that was adopted earlier this month to fund the pavilion project. The petition
states that those who signed it “demand” that a referendum be held on whether to adopt the ordinance.

The second lawsuit alleges the borough violates the Public Trust Doctrine and state law by funding the pavilion
project using badge revenue and beach utility funds.

Both lawsuits were filed on behalf of the plaintiffs by Pringle Quinn Anzano, of which Ken Pringle, the former
Belmar mayor, is a partner.
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Both lawsuits, as well as a third one, will be heard in Monmouth County Superior Court on Oct. 28 at 10 a.m.
The third lawsuit, whose plaintiffs are also being represented by Mr. Pringle’s law firm, seeks to overturn the
town’s designation of the beachfront as an area in need of redevelopment. All lawsuits are being heard by
Judge Lawrence Lawson.

The second reading and public hearing of the redevelopment plan is expected to take place at the next council
meeting on Oct. 23. The meetings begin at 6 p.m.
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