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Hundreds of homes not included in county
post-Sandy inspection
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One Belmar council member questioned why hundreds of homes in town were not included in an
inspection done by the county.

Councilman Jim Bean questioned the administration about the issue at the Oct. 2 council meeting after he
investigated the program and spoke to Matthew Clark, the county tax administrator, about it.

“Is this how we take care of our own,” the councilman asked at the meeting.

COUNTRY INSPECTIONS

Soon after Hurricane Sandy hit, all county tax boards met to adopt a statewide
standard for inspecting damage to homes, Mr. Clark said.

The inspection program was promulgated by the state Division of Taxation and
implemented on a county level, he said.

“We created a program that didn’t exist prior to the storm,” he said.

In November 2012, Monmouth County passed an emergency resolution authorizing
inspections to be done to homes impacted by the storm, Mr. Clark said.

The program enabled homes damaged by the storm to have a reduction on their assessed values until their
home is restored to normal. The reduction was to their improvement assessment, ranging from a 5-percent to
100-percent reduction, based on the amount of damage.

The inspections, which were done between November 2012 and January 2013, were done “to provide tax relief
to those directly affected and to protect the finances of the municipalities because have we not addressed
this, presumably it would have been addressed as a matter of a tax appeal,” Mr. Clark said.

It was also done to protect the finances of those not affected, as well as municipalities, the county and state,
he said.

The county went out to bid to get an outside company to do the inspections and authorized $356,220 to be
spent on those inspections. The company chosen was Realty Appraisal Company, of West New York.

The inspections, which came back at $20 per inspection, were paid by the county.

In the resolution, the county reserved the right to bill the town at $20 per inspection, Mr. Clark said, noting to
date, the county has not requested a billing for those inspections from municipalities.

“It’s early now to make that decision,” about whether to ask for the money from municipalities, said Freehold
Director Tom Arnone, noting he is “sure” they will be billed in the future.

“It’s a huge savings to the municipalities,” though, he said.

BELMAR'S INSPECTIONS

Each municipality was asked to have its tax assessor provide a list of properties that were to be inspected for
storm damage and send them to the county, Mr. Clark said.

Star News Group (10.10.13): Hundreds of homes not included i... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/10.10.13/hundreds_of__...

1 of 3 10/27/13 6:50 PM



Belmar sent a list on Nov. 23, 2012, with 1,000 properties listed, he said.

On Dec. 11, 2012, the tax assessor, Ed Mullane, sent a revised list with 264 homes listed, which is 736 fewer
properties than originally listed, Mr. Clark said.

This was not done at the request of the county, Mr. Clark said.

Those 264 homes were inspected, and, based on those inspections, most of them received a reduction on their
assessed values to varying degrees, he said.

According to a Hurricane Sandy inspection document, 223 homes received a reduction.

Mr. Mullane could not be reached to comment on why he reduced the original list.

Mayor Matt Doherty said “the fact is, we gave them more than what should have been given because they came
in and reduced it.”

The mayor made that assertion based on the fact that not all the 264 homes inspected received a reduction on
their assessed value.

“[Mr. Mullane] gave what he thought was the best estimate and the county reduced that,” he said, noting the
county did an “outstanding job” recovering from Sandy.

The mayor continued, “so therefore, Mr. Bean’s assertion is completely inaccurate and false.”

In Belmar, the inspections cost $5,280 for the 264 homes. If 1,000 properties had been inspected, like originally
listed, it would have cost $20,000.

“For some reason, properties got removed that were obviously damaged,” Councilman Bean said, and he
wanted to know why.

“The mayor and borough administrator swindled hundreds of people out of thousands of tax dollars that should
have been put into this program,” he said.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said at the council meeting that it is “irresponsible to try to
oversimplify what was a very complex process.”

She said residents could request to have the inspection done, or the borough went out and canvassed the
homes.

The problem is, “Belmar residents responded so quickly in the wake of the disaster” that by the time the
program “rolled out” and homes were visited, many had already made repairs and had been restored to
pre-storm living conditions.

Councilman Brian Magovern and Mayor Matt Doherty, who live on South Lake Drive and Inlet Terrace,
respectively, both knew about the program and did not do it, they said.

At the meeting, Councilman Bean referenced Manasquan, and said that he spoke to a Manasquan official who
said the whole town was inspected.

After the meeting, he got some clarification from a Manasquan official, who said the town asked for an
inspection of all homes in areas that had water, the councilman said.

According to Mr. Clark, Manasquan had originally asked for 975 homes to be inspected, but that number
increased to 1,632 homes.

This equates to about half the homes in the town, according to Robyn Palughi, Manasquan’s tax assessor. Ms.
Palughi said the borough concluded 1,632 homes needed to be inspected based on a drive-through town
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officials had done about one week after the storm.

Out of the 1,632 homes inspected, 1,470 homes received a reduction, according to a Hurricane Sandy
inspection document.

Councilman Bean said after the meeting that “Manasquan went out of their way to make sure every house that
could have been flooded was checked, where it seems that we did the exact opposite.”

Mayor Doherty said, “It’s pure political theater by Councilman Bean implying that the town didn’t do everything
and anything they could to help their residents after Sandy.”
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