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About $35,000 raised from last week’s St.
Rose Walkathon
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose High School students raised about $35,000 last week for an upcoming student-selected
project by participating in the school’s annual walkathon.

The walkathon became a school tradition in 1980, when the school’s gymnasium burned down and students
wanted to help raise money to rebuild it, said Christine Stansbury, the school’s alumni coordinator. In order to
raise money, the students created the Walkathon, which is now held the first week of October each year. This
year it was held on Oct. 2, with students and community members participating.

Each year the students raise money for a project voted on by the student body. Last year, the students chose to
use the money to replace the lobby bathrooms.

This year’s walkathon has a special significance as each St. Rose student will walk in honor of a donor who
supported St. Rose High School in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

The devastation of the storm left up to nine feet of water in the building and destroyed seven classrooms, the
arts and music programs, science labs and school chapel.

Now, nearly one year later, the school is back in full swing.

“The Walkathon gives us a chance to educate our students on the impact and
importance of philanthropy. That working and sacrificing for the good of one another
is an important part of our faith, building a strong moral compass and being a positive
global citizen", said Coral Butler Brooks, Director of Institutional Advancement.

This year, the students raised about $35,000, with approximately 550 people
participating, Ms. Stansbury said.

Where the money will go has not been determined yet. The student council will be
polling the students as to where the money should be spent.
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