
The Coast Star (10/11/2012): Four candidates 
vie for three seats on Lake Como Council 

Residents can vote on Nov. 6 in borough hall 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — With election season less than a month away, candidates running for the Lake Como Council are 
gearing up for Nov. 6.  

There are three open seats on the council — two, three-year terms and one, two-year term.  

The election for the two, three-year term council seats is a contested one, while the election for the one, two-year 
term is an uncontested one.  

The two, full term seats are those of Councilman Brian Wilton and Councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee. 
Councilman Wilton is seeking reelection, while Councilwoman McFadden-Lee is not.  

Lake Como residents Virginia Kropac and Gretchen Schmidhausler are also running for the two open seats.  

Councilman Kevin Higgins will be running uncontested for the unexpired term of former Councilman Kevin 
Lynch’s seat, who resigned from his position because he moved to Wall Township. Councilman Higgins was 
appointed to the Council when Mr. Lynch resigned, and is running for the one year unexpired term of his seat, which 
ends on Dec. 31, 2014. Once the unexpired term is up, Councilman Higgins will have to run and be reelected for a 
full, three-year term if he wishes to remain on council.  

BRIAN WILTON 

Mr. Wilton, 37, lives with his wife, Sarah, and two daughters, Hannah, 7, and Hope, 5, on 17th Avenue.  

Councilman Wilton graduated from the University of Scranton, in Scranton, Pa. in 1997 with a bachelor of arts 
degree in history and a minor in political science. He then graduated with a juris doctor degree from Seton Hall 
University School of Law, in Newark, in 2001.  

Currently, he is a partner at Wilton Law Firm, in Tinton Falls, where he has worked since 2002.  

Councilman Wilton, a Democrat, has served on the council since 2005, and currently serves as the council president 
and a liaison to the borough’s tourism commission, buildings and grounds committee and Mayor’s Wellness 
Campaign. 

In addition, the councilman is also involved in the community through the Belmar Water Rescue Team, where he 
serves as a lieutenant, he co-founded the Lake Como Health and Wellness Day, co-founded the Belmar/Lake Como/ 
Spring Lake Triathlon for Autism Awareness and he volunteers at the annual Beach Bash, which is a two day event 
that teaches autistic children how to surf. Councilman Wilton is also a member of the Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh of the Jersey Shore, Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of the Jersey Shore and the Jersey Shore Triathlon Club.  

The councilman said “over the last seven years of serving on the council I have worked hard to address the issues 
that affect all the residents of Lake Como. Along with the Mayor and Council I have kept Lake Como growing in a 
positive direction while still maintaining its small town charm.” 



Councilman Wilton said while on council Lake Como has been able to secure grant money that allowed the borough 
to revitalize Main Street and “this year’s budget was also introduced with a zero tax increase to our residents.”  

The councilman also intends to create new events that residents can benefit from, such as the recent Lake Como 
Health and Wellness Fair and the “always successful” Lake Como Day.  

“I will continue these efforts by capitalizing on cost saving measures such as shared services agreements which will 
allow us to keep Lake Como an affordable and wonderful place to live,” he said.  

VIRGINIA KROPAC 

Mrs. Kropac, 40, of 18th Avenue, lives with her husband, Ken. She has lived in the borough for 11 years.  

Mrs. Kropac graduated from Rutgers University with a bachelor of arts degree. She then earned her master of 
science degree from Drexel University, in Philadelphia, and her Master of Business Administration degree from 
LaSalle University, in Philadelphia.  

She currently works for Innospec Performance Chemicals, located in Salisbury, NC, as a product specialist and a 
market development manager. Mrs. Kropac works from home.  

In her spare time, Mrs. Kropac volunteers for the Belmar Water Rescue Team and Shore Athletic Running Club. She 
is also a volunteer coach for the Belmar Kids Running Club.  

Mrs. Kropac said she is impressed with the progress the town has made in recent years, as the current council is 
“committed to representing the best interest of our residents; a testimony to this is the lowered tax rate for the 
upcoming year and the organization of the community events like Lake Como Day.” 

If elected, Mrs. Kropac, a Democrat, said she will “support the continued growth of Lake Como while also working 
to maintain our identity and small-town feel. 

“I am committed to this town and its residents and I am proud for the opportunity to serve this town,” she continued.  

GRETCHEN SCHMIDHAUSLER 

Ms. Schmidhausler, 53, lives on Margerum Avenue, with her husband Kevin McIver. She is a lifelong resident of 
the borough.  

Ms. Schmidhausler graduated from Mount Holyoke College, in South Hadley, Mass. with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English literature.  

She worked as a brewmaster at Basil T’s Brewery and Italian Grill in Red Bank for 12 years before she left her job. 
Ms. Schmidhausler is now self employed as a consultant in the brewing industry and as a writer. She owns a 
company called Gretchen Brew, LLC.  

Ms. Schmidhausler served on the South Belmar/Lake Como Planning Board for 10 years, serving as its chairwoman 
for her last year on the board, and has also served on the borough’s environmental commission for two years. She 
also served on the Garden State Craft Brewers Guild, and was the past president from 2006-2009.  

Ms. Schmidhausler, an independent, said if she is elected she will provide Lake Como residents with an “objective 
and independent voice on the council.”  



“I believe the current government needs to be more open and responsive to the needs of all Lake Como residents,” 
she said. “I will approach important issues such as shared services, the rising cost of living and quality of life 
matters with an open mind and will strive to make good decisions based on careful evaluation of the facts of public 
sentiment.” 

KEVIN HIGGINS 

Mr. Higgins, 36, has been a full-time resident of Lake Como for the past 13 years. He currently resides on Pine 
Terrace.  

Councilman Higgins is a graduate of Rutgers University and New Jersey Institute of Technology. He also holds a 
Master of Arts in teaching from Monmouth University, in West Long Branch, and earned a principal certification 
from the university in 2008. He anticipates earning a Doctor of Education degree from Rowan University, in 
Glassboro, in 2013.  

He currently works as the assistant principal at Monroe Township High School, in Middlesex County.  

Councilman Higgins was sworn into his position in May, filling the unexpired term of former Councilman Kevin 
Lynch, whose term will expire in 2013.  

Councilman Higgins currently serves as a council liaison to the finance committee and the police/fire committee.  

For the past 22 years, Councilman Higgins has volunteered at Camp Fatima of New Jersey, a nonprofit organization 
designed for children and adults with developmental disabilities. He has also been involved with Lion’s Club 
International, Knights of Columbus and has raised money for the Livestrong Foundation.  

Councilman Higgins, a Democrat, said as a councilman, he will continue to work with the council in the best interest 
of the residents.  

“The council is committed to representing the residents by holding the line on taxes through increased revenue and 
limited spending,” he said.  

“As a member of the Council, I am happy to support the continuing growth of Lake Como including the on-going 
improvements of Main Street while maintaining the small town identity we as residents have come to enjoy,” the 
councilman continued, noting he will listen to the opinions of the residents while “keeping the best interests of the 
entire community as a priority.”  

	  


