
The Coast Star (10/11/2012): St. Rose 
students learn about Johnny Appleseed 

Have a week-long celebration where they participated in apple-
themed events 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School first- and third-graders spent last week, Sept. 24 to 28, 
learning about everything to do with Johnny Appleseed. 

The week-long thematic unit was dubbed “Johnny Appleseed Week” in honor of Mr. 
Appleseed’s birthday, on Sept. 26, 1774, and subsequent accomplishments, including 
introducing apple trees to different regions of the United States and his leadership in 
conservation.  

For the past four years, Mary Burns’ third-grade class and Maryellen Bryan’s first-grade class 
have worked together to give their classes a cross-curriculum, cross-grade level experience with 
everything Mr. Appleseed.  

The other first- and third-grade classes — Suzanne Schuster’s first-grade class and Elaine 
Albietz third-grade class — were included in the week-long thematic unit this year. 

Throughout the week, the two classes learned about the importance of Mr. Appleseed in 
American history. Their literature was enhanced through a Mr. Appleseed word search and the 
students learned about math as they measured ingredients to make different apple-based goods.  

“Johnny Appleseed not only planted apple seeds but knowledge into the students who learned 
about him through literature ... and through the significance of having apples and having them in 
our lives,” Ms. Burns said.  

Ms. Bryan said each day, the students celebrated Mr. Appleseed with a different apple-themed 
snack. On Monday, students received an apple muffin. On Tuesday, students received apples 
with either peanut butter or Nutella. On Wednesday, students created homemade apple pies and 
applesauce, which parents then baked and brought in on Thursday for students to eat. The 
applesauce cooked in a crockpot in the classroom, Ms. Bryan said. On Friday, the third-graders 
ate apple cookies and ice cream while the first-graders made a microwavable version of apple 
crisp, Ms. Bryan said.  

	  


