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Gabrielle Hillman was a 2009 graduate of St. Rose High School 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A Belmar resident and St. Rose High School graduate was found dead at her 
college on Monday. 

Gabrielle Hillman, 21, was found dead at her dormitory, South Hall, at Delaware Valley College, 
in Doylestown, Pa., on Monday afternoon around 3:30 p.m., said Doylestown Police Lt. Patrick 
Penecale. She was majoring in small animal science at the college. 

Lt. Penecale said “it is fairly simple, in all honesty. There is no indication of any violence. No 
indication that she was attacked. No evidence of foul play,” and no indication that it was suicide.  

 “At this point the only other direction we have is to check medically,” he said, noting the police 
department is waiting on an autopsy report to see if there was “anything” unusual that led to Ms. 
Hillman’s death.  

Ms. Hillman, a resident of Belmar, graduated from St. Rose High School in 2009. 

Lawrence Dirienzo, Ms. Hillman’s guidance counselor at St. Rose, said she was “one of the 
sweetest and nicest kids I had the pleasure of working with.”  

Mr. Dirienzo said Ms. Hillman was a compassionate person who had a “wonderful future in front 
of her.” 

“It is a tremendous loss for society,” he said.  

According to Principal Sister Kathleen Nace, Ms. Hillman was a “fateful, diligent and hard-
working” student, who participated in soccer the four years she was at St. Rose.  

Sister Nace added that Ms. Hillman was “lovely, kind and gentle,” and she always loved science 
and animals.  

She also said Ms. Hillman volunteered at the Associated Humane Society in Tinton Falls.  

Lindsay Papa, who works in the office at the Associated Humane Society, said Ms. Hillman 
volunteered at the humane society for about one and one-half years.  

“When she didn’t have school she was here every day,” she said, adding that Ms. Hillman 
volunteered at the humane society every day during the summer, as well. 



Ms. Papa said Ms. Hillman came home every weekend during school, including the weekend 
before she died. 

The Associated Humane Society is “very sad by [her death,” Ms. Papa said. “We are sorry for 
her family. She was a good girl.” 

Nick Costa, a public safety officer at Delaware Valley College, said this was an “isolated 
incident” and there was “no danger to the campus.”  

According to Delaware Valley College’s website, www.delval.edu, “The entire Delaware Valley 
College community is deeply saddened by this news. Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Gabrielle’s family and friends.” 

Sister Nace, principal at St. Rose High School, said she spoke to Ms. Hillman’s father, who said 
funeral arrangements have not been finalized since an autopsy has not been completed. Once an 
autopsy has been completed, she said, a mass will be held at St. Rose.  

	  


