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Historical society’s museum on its way to
being as good as new
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The one year anniversary of  the Belmar Historical Museum and History Room’s grand opening should
have been approaching.

Instead, though, the last year has been one of rebuilding and reorganizing for the Belmar Historical Society
[BHS] as they continue to recover from Hurricane Sandy and the destruction it caused to the museum last year.

For the year prior to Hurricane Sandy, the BHS was working diligently on getting the museum up and running.

The museum was to be located at the Union fire house, located at 900 E St.

In the course of one night, however, their plans came to a screeching halt — just days prior to the museum’s
grand opening — when two- and one-half feet of water came into the space.

As a result, the museum space had to be gutted and revamped, and the BHS lost some
of its materials, such as maps, blueprints and a few boxes of memorabilia, as well as
some of the Belmar Woman’s Club collection.

Since the storm, the BHS has been working to reorganize the materials they have in
preparation for the new museum.

“It’s been like a rollercoaster really,” said Patricia O’Keefe, BHS secretary, about the
past year.

Thus far, the museum rooms and office have been rewired and the plaster board is up,
Ms. O’Keefe said.

Now, the hall, restroom and archive rooms need to be revamped, she said.

In addition, a new ceiling needs to be installed, as a result of the rewiring job, and flooring needs to be
installed throughout, she said.

Then the area needs to be painted.

Most of the work is being done by the borough’s department of public works, she said.

“Although our priority is to get the museum up and running, we do have to be patient,” Ms. O’Keefe said.

Until the museum reopens, the BHS members are working out of the borough gymnasium’s balcony, where they
are reorganizing their materials so that when the museum does reopen it can be up and running fast, she said.

There is no exact date, yet, as to when the museum will be ready to open.
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