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Candidates debate on area between
sidewalk, curb
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The two council candidates up for re-election this year, both of whom are incumbents, agree
that residents should be allowed to plant what they wish in the area between the sidewalk and the curb — an
issue that has been a topic of debate in town.

For the past several months, the council has been discussing ways to monitor what is done in the area between
the sidewalk and the curb.

The area between the sidewalk and the curb is owned by the borough but maintained by homeowners, and
should not be planted on because utilities run under that area, blocking access to those utilities, Mayor Mike
Ryan said.

While it should not be planted on, some residents in town have planted flowers, laid stones there or have
cemented over the area.

This could be an issue, the mayor has said, because it could be a tripping hazard for people, and the cement
blocks access to pipes, which sit underneath that area.

To try to remedy the situation, the borough passed an ordinance adopting the
International Property Maintenance Code and its future changes.

While the code does not explicity say only grass can be grown in the area between the
sidewalk and curb, Mayor Ryan said in his mind what is in that area has to hold soil, so
that it does not erode into the underground infrastructure. Grass would be
preferable, he said.

According to the code, “All sidewalks, walkways, stairs, driveways, parking spaces
and similar areas shall be kept in a proper state of repair, and maintained free from
hazardous conditions.”

It is not the mayor’s intent to make the law only grass, he said, but he wants people to conform to the code.

“People who do whatever they want have to wake up and smell the coffee,” he said.

Laurie Kelly, assistant to the code enforcement officer in town, said nothing has been done yet about those
who are in violation. Neil Hamilton is the borough’s code enforcement officer.

“Nothing has happened in that area that has been a problem yet,” she said, except some people complaining
about getting out of the car and homeowners calling about people stepping on their plants.

It could be a dangerous thing though, she said.

“What else can you do but get people to realize it might look pretty to you but it might be hazardous to
someone else,” Ms. Kelly said.

Councilman Doug Witte said he thinks residents should be able to put what they want in the area between the
sidewalk and curb because they are the ones that have to maintain it as long as it is not hazardous and does
not prevent workers from accessing the underground infrastructure.
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“Some people put nice things in there that beautify” the town and their property, he said. “It’s good to have it
that way.”

Like Councilman Witte, Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk believes there should be a variety of plants allowed in
that area.

“Varied planting helps to beautify the community and make Lake Como a unique and lovely community for our
residents to enjoy,” she said.
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