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Belmar Public Library year of renovations
almost complete
Lower level floor being revamped to be virtually maintenance free
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — It has been a rough road for the Belmar Public Library this past year, having been damaged by
Hurricane Sandy, then subsequently damaged, again, during a storm in June.

But things are finally looking up for the library, as the repairs to the site are almost complete.

When Hurricane Sandy hit last October, the library sustained a lot of damage, primarily to its lower level.

The lower level had since been gutted and replaced, when a flooding event in early June caused the lower
level to flood, once again. The carpet that was in the lower level had to be removed.

With the flooding of the library’s lower level again, the borough evaluated how to best mitigate future flooding
events, and came up with a solution.

That solution is to use the original, 100-year-old concrete flooring, shave it down and
polish it to create a sustainable, virtually maintenance-free floor that could withstand
future flooding events.

“All the other applications couldn’t withstand the storms, but this will,” said Corey
Germano, project manager who works for the borough’s engineering firm, Maser
Consulting.

In the event of flooding, the floor would be easy to clean as all it would need is to be
mopped and cleaned, said Bart Rockett, of Philadelphia Polished Concrete, who was
hired to do the flooring.

The flooring, once completed, will be a saw cut diamond design that will have environmentally friendly dyes in
it, Mr. Rockett said. The floor will be primarily blue with a gold border.

In addition, the area near the elevator will have an insignia on it that pays tribute to the library’s 100th
anniversary, which it will be celebrating next year.

The borough awarded a contract for $11,500 to Philadelphia Polished Concrete, according to Mr. Germano.

With the completion of the flooring, the library’s repairs are expected to be completed. The repairs in the last
year include redoing the front steps, installing a new elevator, revamping the upstairs, purchasing a generator
and relandscaping the area.

“We’ve done a lot in the last year,” Mr. Germano said.

Rosemarie Korbelak, library manager, said, “We are very excited that all of the pieces of the library renovation
are finally coming together. Our patrons are anxiously awaiting the reopening of the Tarzian Media & Learning
Center including brand-new flooring and newly-refurbished elevator.”

Once the lower level’s floor is complete, the library plans on having a ribbon cutting to unveil the
improvement.
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