
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): Bypass bids come 
in slightly higher 

Bypass project could begin as soon as Thanksgiving 
LAKE COMO — The bypass system could soon be a reality for Parkway residents as bids were 
recently submitted to South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] for the project. 

THE PROJECT 

The bypass system is part of a two-part SMRSA project. 

The first part of the project, which SMRSA is going ahead with, includes installing a temporary 
bypass system to the pump station, located in the flood plain near the intersection of North 
Boulevard and Parkway, which provides service for the whole borough. 

Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, said “In the last five to seven years, SMRSA has spent an 
excess of $200,000 to repair damages to the building [in Lake Como]” associated to storm events. 

And while service has been able to continue in the past during these storms, SMRSA is concerned 
that one day the company will not be able to provide service to the town. 

Adding the bypass system would allow the company to continue to provide service to the 
community during adverse conditions, such as a hurricane. 

In order to install the bypass system, the entire southern island will be removed and two pipes will 
run underground up Parkway to the flagpole, where two underground tanks will be installed. Then 
the company will restore the island to its original dimensions and plant new trees. 

When a storm event occurs, SMRSA would mobilize portable pumping equipment above ground 
and access the tanks underground to provide service that would not be able to be provided otherwise 
as a result of the flooding, Mr. Ruppel explained. 

The island on Parkway will also be returned to its original dimensions, with the trees on the 
southern-portion of the island, from Northern Boulevard to the flagpole, will be replaced.  

The improvements the borough has approved include replacing the sewer laterals that will be 
exposed due to the bypass project, the mayor said. Laterals are piping from each house to the main 
pipe, and the borough will be replacing the laterals from the main pipe to the sidewalk, he said. 

The second part of the project will be relocating the pump station to 1800 Parkway, which was 
purchased by SMRSA in late May.  



This portion of the project SMRSA has agreed to postpone by not placing it on its Capital Budget 
until October 2013, enabling the borough to study the concerns of its residents regarding flooding 
control measures.  

THE BIDS 

SMRSA recently put the bypass system project out to bid, with the bid deadline passing on Oct. 2.  

Five bids came back, with the highest bid coming in at $976,565 by Montana Construction, in Lodi, 
and the lowest bid coming in at $628,328 by Mazzara Trucking & Excavation Corp., in 
Wrightstown.  

When asked why the bids came in a little higher than the estimated cost of $500,000, Mr. Ruppel 
said “that is what the market dictated.”  

Mr. Ruppel said SMRSA will look at the bids and will award a contract by the next SMRSA 
meeting, which is scheduled for Nov. 8.  

Mr. Ruppel said the bypass project could begin as soon as Thanksgiving, Thursday, Nov. 22.  

	  


