
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): Big Hearts to Little 
Hearts Walk raises over $20,000 for research 

Organization will bring Halloween Feast to cardiac unit on Oct. 23 

 

About 150 people walked to raise money at the Sixth Annual Big Hearts to Little Hearts Walk on Oct. 14. The annual walk raises 
money for research and care for pediatric cardiac patients. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — About 150 people gathered at the Taylor Pavilion this past weekend for the Sixth Annual Big 
Hearts to Little Hearts Walk. 

The annual walk helps raise money for Big Hearts to Little Hearts, which is an organization committed to 
supporting research and care for pediatric cardiac patients. 

One-hundred percent of the proceeds from the walk will benefit Big Hearts to Little Hearts, said Sarah Jacobs, 
committee member for the walk, noting majority of the funds raised throughout the year go to the the Cardiac 
Center at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia [CHOP].  

This year’s walk raised about $20,000 for the cause, Mrs. Jacobs said, noting the walk generally raises more. 

“For the amount of walks and participants though, we did really good,” she said.  

According to Mrs. Jacobs, one in 100 babies are born with a congenital heart defect, which is a problem with 
the heart’s structure. 

Mrs. Jacobs said her daughter, Cassidy, 4, was born with a heart condition. Mrs. Jacobs said when she was born 
they thought she was a “perfectly healthy baby girl.” 

“Five hours after her birth she was on a helicopter being flown out to the cardiac intensive care unit at CHOP,” 
she said, noting Cassidy had a congenital heart defect. “They saved her life.”  

That is why Mrs. Jacobs and her husband, Paul, have been working with Big Hearts to Little Hearts.  



“We want to raise awareness and help fund these research projects to let doctors detect these heart defects 
earlier and continue to save lives and to help these little heart patients grow into strong, healthy adults,” Mrs. 
Jacobs said. 

The annual walk raises money to help little girls like Cassidy. 

According to the organization, “funds provided by Big Hearts to Little Hearts have helped fund important 
research, patient education programs, and a mobile unit that carries CHOP's heart physicians to hospitals all 
over New Jersey, as well as Pennsylvania.” 

Angelena Otis, of Brick, has participated in the walk for the past three years for her son, Logan, 3, who has 
CHD and heterotaxy, where the major organs are in abnormal places in the chest and abdomen. 

Mrs. Otis discovered her son had CHD 26 weeks into her pregnancy, which she said had a major impact in his 
treatment.  

“Logan was a miracle,” she said. “He didn’t need work when he was born. We took him out of the hospital after 
five days.” 

Mrs. Otis said after two surgeries and with the support of CHOP her son has a “a chance of life.”  

“He runs, plays, is at school. I wish people knew more of the good stories,” Mrs. Otis said. 

This year, Mrs. Otis and her family walked not only for her son, but for another family member, her husband’s, 
cousin’s, daughter, Susan Neyman, 14, who passed away in May from CHD. 

According to Mrs. Otis, parents of children with CHD are told that their children can experience complications 
during their teenage years. 

“It’s scary as a parent,” she said. “It makes you think. 

“The only promising thing that is left is the research going into it every year and the medical procedures are 
getting better and better each year so we hope the odds are better for our son,” she continued, noting she hopes 
enough money is raised to give these children “a fighting chance.” 

Big Hearts to Little Hearts families, which mainly consist of families from Brielle, Spring Lake and 
Middletown, will be bringing a Halloween feast for about 50 families to the cardiac unit at CHOP on Oct. 23. 

	  


