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Belmar Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay [from left] and Mayor Matt Doherty with recently sworn in council members Jade Glab, 13, 
eighth grade, Dayna Van Pelt, 12, seventh grade and Jack Luedeke, 14, eighth grade, and Mayor Collin Seebeck, 14, eighth grade, on 
Monday night as part of Belmar Elementary School’s traditional Youth Government Program. The program provides an opportunity 
for sixth to eighth graders to see first hand the political process and the “inner workings” of Lake Como and Belmar and the school. 
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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar and Lake Como borough officials gathered in the Belmar Elementary School [BES] 
auditorium to swear in the newest additions to their respective councils and board of educations on Monday 
night as part of the traditional Youth Government Program at the school.  

The Youth Government Program, a long-standing tradition at BES for more than one decade, provides an 
opportunity for sixth to eighth graders at the school to voice their opinions and participate in local government 
first hand.  

According to Lu Stierman, a special education teacher at the school and co-facilitator of the youth government 
program, the program is important because it gets a majority of the sixth to eighth graders involved in the 
political process and also gives them a “real look” at the “inner workings” of the councils, the boroughs and the 
school.  

 “The program is a great opportunity for students to voice their opinions, participate in a real world, hands-on 
experience and also make connections within the community,” Ms. Stierman said.  

The program allows for those sixth to eighth graders who want to see the “inner workings” of Lake Como or 
Belmar boroughs or the school to have the opportunity to do so through one of the numerous roles, such as the 
police chief, tax assessor, teacher, borough clerk, council member or mayor.  

On Monday night, the sixth to eighth grade students who opted to have elected positions, such as the mayor, a 
council position or board member, were sworn into their position, with the Mayor of Belmar, a Lake Como 
council member or board of education member swearing them in.  



Ms. Stierman talked about the importance of the Youth Government Program prior to the swearing in 
ceremony.  

“It is a great opportunity for you guys to voice some of your own opinions, concerns and ideas of how you’d 
like to see change in the school and community,” she said.  

Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty reiterated Ms. Stierman’s sentiment prior to swearing in the Belmar Council. 

He said students’ opinions matter to the council. In the past, the mayor said, students’ ideas have come to 
fruition, such as the miniature golf course on the Belmar Marina, which was recently opened, and the ice 
skating rink, which was suggested last year and is in the works.  

“We look to address [your ideas] as best we can knowing that some day you will take over this town and you 
will be the ones running it,” Mayor Doherty said. 

Mayor Doherty then swore in eighth grader Collin Seebeck, 14, as mayor and seventh grader Dayna Van Pelt, 
12, eighth grader Jack Luedeke, 14, and eighth grader Jade Glab, 13, as council members. They are all residents 
of Belmar.  

Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton then swore in eighth grader Alexander Alacan, 13, as mayor and sixth 
grader Maximus Alacan, 11, seventh grader Monserrath Cruz, 13, sixth grader Rainie Montes, 11, and sixth 
grader Haley Daughton, 11, as council members. They are all residents of Lake Como. 

Belmar Board of Education member Jean Folker and Dawn Taylor, the sending district representative from 
Lake Como on the Belmar BOE, swore in seventh grader Josie Centeno, 12, seventh grader Chalice Richert, 12, 
eighth grader Thomas Meyer, 13, sixth grader T.J. Chamberlin, 12, sixth grader Amelika Mahoney, 11, and 
seventh grader Elizabeth Colyer, 12, as the Belmar Board of Education members. They are all residents of 
Belmar.  

Ms. Taylor then swore in eighth grader Brendan Slocumb, 13, as board president and sixth grader Christen 
Oleszkiewicz, 11, eighth grader Niamh Mathers, 13, and eighth grader Spencer Westcott, 13, as the Lake Como 
Board of Education members. They are all residents of Lake Como.  

The students attended their respective council meetings this week, including the Lake Como Council meeting 
on Tuesday evening, the Belmar Council and Lake Como Board of Education on Wednesday evening and those 
on the Belmar Board of Education will be attending the meeting tonight.  

In addition, all those who chose to participate in the Youth Government Program met the real people who 
currently hold those positions on “Youth Government Day,” to interview them and get a tour of the department.  

	  


