
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): Council enacts 
Halloween curfew, with Mayor Schreck as sole no 

vote 
Curfew set for 8 p.m. from Oct. 30 through Nov. 1 

By Haley Behre 

BRADLEY BEACH — With Halloween just around the corner, the Bradley Beach Council last week passed a 
resolution enacting a curfew for the Halloween season. 

The resolution, stating no person 17 years old or younger can be on the street between 8 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. 
from Oct. 30 through Nov. 1 unless accompanied by a parent or guardian, was passed with a 4-1 vote, with 
Mayor Julie Schreck as the sole no vote.  

Police Chief Leonard Guida said the curfew “goes back a long way” when children created “a little more 
ruckus” during the holiday. 

“We don’t seem to have the problems we had years ago,” he said. “The kids have matured enough that it’s not 
part of their behavior pattern anymore.” 

Chief Guida said years ago, about 20 years or so, children would throw eggs, toilet paper houses, soap up 
windows and such on Mischief Night, and while there are a few incidents that still happen the situation has 
“improved greatly” over the past 10 years.  

The chief attributed the improved behavior in part to the measures the borough has taken in way of the curfew.  

When asked why the curfew has remained in place for the Halloween season when children’s behavior has 
improved over the past 10 years, Chief Guida said he can only speculate it is to ensure the behavior remains the 
same.  

Mayor Schreck said she voted against the Halloween curfew because she believes curfews are bad policy in 
general. 

“Youth curfews are established based on fear, rather than reason,” she said, noting for the past few years she has 
voted against the Halloween curfew. “There is no reliable evidence to show that curfews reduce juvenile crime, 
and there is credible evidence to show that they don't.  

“Curfews for young people restrict the freedoms of all young people, out of fear that some will behave badly. 
Young people have rights, just as adults do,” Mayor Schreck continued. 

The curfew will be between 8 p.m. and 6:30 a.m. from Oct. 30 through Nov. 1 for those under 17 years of age 
unless accompanied by a parent or guardian.  

	  


