
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): Borough settles lawsuit 
with man allegedly beaten by police 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — On Oct. 10, the Borough of Belmar reached a settlement in the amount of $7,500 with a Bradley 
Beach man for an incident that occurred in 2009, where a borough police officer allegedly beat and choked him.  

The lawsuit was filed in July 2011 by Belmar-based attorney Dan A. Druz on behalf of his client, Jason 
Bernardinello, who was 19 at the time of the filing. It was filed against the Belmar Police Department, a special 
police officer and five John Does. 

The litigation stemmed from an incident on July 25, 2009, around 10 p.m. when an altercation occurred 
between special police officers, Mr. Bernardinello and a group of Mr. Bernardinello’s friends, according to the 
lawsuit. Mr. Bernardinello and his friends were all minors at the time, the lawsuit states, and they were riding 
their bicycles on the west side of Ocean Avenue. 

“An altercation ensued between a Belmar Special Police Officer … and one of Jason’s friends,” the lawsuit 
states. 

A “fracas” ensued in which that minor was “tackled from behind” by the officer, the lawsuit alleges. It also 
alleges a special officer told Mr. Bernardinello to “Get the f--- out of here.”  

When Mr. Bernardinello tried to respond, the special officer allegedly responded by “grabbing Jason’s throat 
with his hands and choking him, shoved Jason’s head into a light pole,” according to the lawsuit.  

Four other special police officers joined, according to the lawsuit, and while some of them restrained Mr. 
Bernardinello, others “pummeled him while he lay, defenseless on the ground, punching him in the face and the 
groin while bystanders pleaded with the special cops to stop the beating,” the lawsuit states. 

Mr. Bernardinello was then taken to the Belmar Police Department and detained for more than two hours before 
being released to his parents, according to the lawsuit. 

The lawsuit states Mr. Bernardinello was “severely bruised” and was bleeding from both ears at the time of his 
release.  

As a result of the incident in July 2009, Mr. Bernardinello filed the lawsuit in July 2011 with the U.S. District 
Court of New Jersey, alleging a violation of his constitutional rights, such as unreasonable search and seizure 
and his right to due process.  

The lawsuit stated Mr. Bernardinello “sustained physical and emotional injuries and other losses recognized by 
law” as a result of the incident. 

New Brunswick-based law firm Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas represented the Borough of Belmar 
[of which the police department is part of]. In an answer to the lawsuit filed by the firm with the court, the 
special officers “acted in good faith and without malicious intent to deprive plaintiff of his constitutional rights” 
when carrying out their duties.  



“Without admitting that any physical contact occurred,” it states, “that at the time and place of the acts 
complained of in the complaint, plaintiff was making a disturbance in a public place at which time these 
defendants proceeded to restrain and contain the plaintiff. The plaintiff resisted such lawful restraint whereupon 
reasonable force was applied against the plaintiff.” 

The lawsuit was settled on Oct. 10, with the borough paying Mr. Bernardinello $7,500.  

In the settlement agreement, the defendants continued to “maintain the validity of the denials and affirmative 
defenses” set forth in previous court documents. 

Mayor Matt Doherty said the borough decided to settle at the recommendation of Joint Insurance Fund [JIF] to 
“mitigate any litigation in the future.”  

“This was the right decision for the taxpayers of Belmar,” he said, noting the dollar amount the borough settled 
for is “significantly lower” than what it would cost if the lawsuit went to court.  

When asked about the incident itself, Mayor Doherty said, “We have outstanding leadership and management 
of the police department today and we do extensive training, and we will continue to do that.” 

Mayor Doherty continued, “It was an isolated allegation within an outstanding police department that does a 
great job handling large crowds during the summers.” 

Mr. Druz, Mr. Bernardinello’s attorney, said it was a “fair” settlement based on his recollection of the incident.  

“In the heat of the night when tempers arise people aren’t always cool-headed,” Mr. Druz said. “Looking back 
[three] years later, it made sense not to take matter any further.” 

Mr. Druz said everybody is “glad to put the situation behind them and move on, and that is what we’ve done.” 

Mr. Bernardinello could not be reached for comment. 

Calls made to Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst & Doukas seeking comment were not returned by press time. 

Police Chief Tom Palmisano said the special officer who was alleged to have initiated contact with Mr. 
Bernardinello no longer works for the borough. 

	  


