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Will be recognized at honor roll assembly in November 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School has a reason to be proud, as 14 of its students received a perfect score 
on one or more of the New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge [NJ ASK] subjects in the spring. 

The NJ ASK is a comprehensive, multi-grade assessment for third- to eighth-graders that assesses students’ 
critical thinking skills in two areas: Language arts literacy and mathematics. Fourth- and eighth-graders are also 
tested on science.  

This past spring, Belmar Elementary School third- through eighth-graders took the NJ ASK assessment, and in 
September, the school found out 14 of its students received perfect scores on one or more of the subjects.  

Lisa Hannah, vice principal and director of curriculum, said the school is “very proud” of the students’ results.  

“It reflects upon the level of academic mastery that is really a model for other students,” she said, noting it is 
especially pertinent as the school works toward being a reward school. 

The New Jersey Department of Education ranks schools in three categories: Priority, focus and reward schools, 
with some schools not being categorized. A priority school has a struggling proficiency rate, whereas a focus 
school has better overall performance, but has “troubling achievement gaps,” and reward schools have high 
level of proficiency or growth, according to www.state.nj.us/education/rac/schools. 

Currently, Belmar Elementary School is not categorized, but is aiming to become a reward school, Ms. Hannah 
said.  

Superintendent/principal David Hallman said “the Belmar school community is proud of the achievement of the 
students who scored 300.”  

The 14 students who scored 300 — a perfect score — on one or more of the NJ ASK subjects are: 

Fourth-graders Nicholas Dirkman, 10, Maggie Jelley, 9, Taina Montoya, 9, Jake Oleszkiewicz, 9, and Joseph 
Walsh, 9. 

Fifth-graders Sarah Caldwell, 10, and Aurelia Whitehead, 10.  

Seventh-graders Matthew Chernesky, 12, Lara Graney, 12, and Chalice Richert, 12. 

Eighth-graders Alexander Alacan, 13, Alma Sanchez, 13, Collin Seebeck, 14, and Andre Van Der Linde, 13. 

Sarah said she was excited to do well in math and science since she would like to be a marine biologist one day.  

As for representing Belmar Elementary School, Sarah said, “It means a lot to me to represent Belmar 
Elementary School in this way because I love this school." 



Alexander agreed. 

He said, “It made me feel proud of myself, my school and my math teacher, Mr. [John] Livingood.” 

The 14 students will be recognized in the school-wide honor roll assembly in November.  

	  


