
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): ‘New’ council 
members preside over meeting 

Part of elementary school’s Youth Government Program 

 

Mayor Mike Ryan [back, from left], Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk, Councilman Brian Wilton and Councilman Kevin Higgins with 
seventh grader Shayla Keefe, 12 [front, from left], sixth grader Haley Daughton, 11, eighth grader Alexander Alacan, 13, sixth grader 
Maximus Alacan, 11, sixth grader Rainie Montes, 11, and seventh grader Monserrath Cruz, 13, at the special Youth Government Lake 

Como Council meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 16. Photo courtesy LEIGH DAUGHTON 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — On Tuesday evening the youngest and newest council members presided over a special 
meeting prior to the regularly scheduled council meeting as part of the annual Belmar Elementary School [BES] 
Youth Government Program.  

The program, a yearly tradition at BES for more than one decade, allows for those sixth to eighth graders who 
want to see the “inner workings” of Lake Como or Belmar boroughs or the school to have the opportunity to do 
so through one of the numerous roles, such as the police chief, tax assessor, teacher, borough clerk, council 
member or mayor, said Lu Stierman, a special education teacher at the school and co-facilitator of the youth 
government program. 

Five of the students elected to be on the Lake Como Mayor and Council and were sworn in as such on Monday 
evening in the school’s auditorium by Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton [See related story]. 

Alexander Alacan, 13, eighth grade, was sworn in as mayor, Maximus Alacan, sixth grade, Monserrath Cruz, 
seventh grade, Rainie Montes, sixth grade, and Haley Daughton, 11, sixth grade, were sworn in as council 
members.  

And on Tuesday evening, the newly sworn in council members presided over a special council meeting, where 
they presented four ideas, or resolutions.  

Shayla Keefe, seventh grade, acted as the borough clerk during the meeting.  



Before the meeting began, Alexander thanked Mayor Mike Ryan and the council for taking the time to show the 
students how the town is run. 

The first resolution the council presented was adding a town garden. 

Monserrath said adding a town garden could have numerous benefits, such as growing local produce and 
flowers that can be sold at a farmers market, adding beauty to the town and having a place for students to 
volunteer.  

Alexander also said the town garden could be a benefit to the community, as it could bring the community 
together. 

However, Maximus was not as optimistic.  

He said the borough should look into where to put the garden, as there are flooding problems in some areas 
around the lake.  

Maximus also raised concerns about volunteers. 

“What if volunteers don’t come, would we hire a town gardener,” he said. “I think we need to investigate this 
idea further.” 

The next resolution presented was bike racks along Main Street and side streets where businesses are located. 

Haley said this addition would serve a purpose, especially in the summer months, when a lot of people are 
riding their bicycles.  

Maximus then proposed a resolution that would add streetlights to 16th, 18th and 21st avenues.  

He said there is a lack of lighting in those areas, making it dangerous for children to play near and on the street 
because they cannot see well.  

“It is important to keep the children of Lake Como safe and adding these lights will do just that,” he said.  

Rainie agreed. 

She said the population in Lake Como grows a lot during the summer months, making traffic more busy, and 
adding those streetlights would make it safer for people.  

The final resolution offered that evening was for a library to be added in the borough.  

Rainie said the library could be used for students to do school projects, volunteers would work there and that 
people would donate books.  

Haley also said the library was a good idea.  

She said “as long as [the library] is self sufficient, then there is no reason why we shouldn’t do it,” noting 
adding a library could bring the community together.  



During the public comment portion of the meeting, Jeff Ramsey, middle-school social studies teacher and co-
facilitator of the youth government program, said he was really proud of the children and that the ideas 
presented tonight were really what the children want.  

“It’s not like we just throw this out there, he said. “We sat down and they said we want this, this and this.”  

Mayor Ryan said every year the children come up with “great” ideas, and that this year was no different.  

He said that the bike racks are already “on order,” and should be installed this upcoming spring.  

As for the other ideas, he said they were also good.  

The mayor said the streetlights were a good idea and he will “make note of it,” and look into it, although he is 
not sure what streets are owned by Monmouth County and which are owned by the borough.  

The Youth Government Program continued today, Thursday, Oct. 18, as the students were scheduled to go the 
to the borough’s municipal building to learn more about the “inner workings” of the council and borough as 
they talked to council members and other borough officials.  

	  


