
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): Soccer team 
raises funds for cancer research 

 

The St. Rose High School soccer team raised funds for The Cancer Concern Center, in Point Pleasant Beach, on 
Oct. 11 while they played Shore Regional. The Cancer Concern Center offers professionally led support groups and 

wellness programs to adults with cancer and their families. Photo courtesy MATT SCHALL 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The St. Rose High School soccer team dedicated its game on Oct. 11 to a good 
cause as the team not only played a game against Shore Regional but also spent time raising 
funds for cancer research. 

The soccer team decided to raise money for The Cancer Concern Center, in Point Pleasant 
Beach, because some of the teammates had spent time volunteering there and felt it was a worthy 
cause to raise money for, said Maggie McNiff, 16, co-captain of the team. She is a junior at the 
school.  

The Cancer Concern Center offers professionally led support groups and wellness programs to 
adults with cancer and their families.  

According to Maggie, the team was able to raise over $1,000 for the center.  

Maggie said it felt “rewarding” to give back, as many lives are affected and many lives are lost 
because of the disease. 

“Personally, I’ve had grandparents, aunts and uncles who have had [cancer],” Maggie said, 
noting she’s also had friends’ parents from school die from it. “I just hope that we can find a 
cure.” 

Lauren Gates, 16, co-captain of the team, said she never had a close encounter with cancer until 
she volunteered at The Cancer Concern Center. 



“It puts things in perspective,” she said. “I thank God that everyone close to me is healthy.” 

She said that volunteering at the center made her feel like she “can change someone’s life,” and 
that she hopes to continue to raise funds for and volunteer with The Concern Center in the future. 

Lisa Montalbano, office manager for The Concern Center, said having the young girls volunteer 
at the center is a “breathe of fresh air” and provides energy in the office. 

As for the money they were able to raise, Ms. Montalbano said it will go towards “keeping us 
open to offer these free services.”  

Ms. Montalbano said The Concern Center is important because it provides a space for people to 
gather who can relate, understand and help each other through what they are going through.  

The St. Rose High School soccer team will continue to sell the T-shirts they sold at their game 
against Shore Regional on Oct. 11, which they tied 2-2. To purchase a T-shirt for $15, please 
send an email to Lauren at jillkgates@gmail.com. One-hundred percent of the proceeds will 
benefit The Cancer Concern Center.  

	  


