
The Coast Star (10/18/2012): Children to be 
spooked, scared at annual Spooky Story Night 

Annual event slated for Oct. 30 in Belmar Elementary’s auditorium 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Do you know where your children are? 

Well if they’re between kindergarten and third grade and it is Oct. 30, chances are they are being spooked and a 
little bit scared by members of the community at the annual Spooky Story Night co-sponsored by the Belmar 
Elementary School [BES] and the Parent Teacher Organization. 

The annual event features leaders of Belmar and Lake Como reading spooky tales, such as those by children’s 
author Alvin Schwartz, to children in the school district, said Katie Farrington, BES’ librarian and event 
coordinator, noting the event is geared to children from kindergarten to third grades. 

Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty, Belmar Councilwoman Claire Deicke, Belmar Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay, 
Belmar Recreation Director Tina Connelly, Belmar Librarian Rosemarie Korbelak, Lake Como Councilman 
Brian Wilton, Lake Como Chief of Police Fred Hope, as well as either Ms. Farrington or Elizabeth Cole, BES 
director of special services, will be reading to the children.  

Ms. Farrington said Spooky Story Night is a great way for the children to get involved with the community and 
to interact directly with the community leaders.  

“[Spooky Story Night] is a chance to get the community leaders involved with the school and get them to help 
out with certain events,” she said.  

Mayor Doherty said BES and the children are important parts of the community.  

“Any time we can work closer with the school its an opportunity for the Mayor and Council to take advantage 
of,” he said. 

As for the students themselves, the mayor said “just because they’re young doesn’t mean they’re not as 
important as other residents in town.”  

Ms. Farrington, event coordinator, said about 75-100 students usually attend, and that eight stories will be read 
this year. 

Spooky Story Night provides the children a “chance to be spooked out by stories without chances of anything 
bad actually happening,” she said. 

The event begins at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 30 in the school’s auditorium. 

	  


