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Board of education candidates discuss
Warrior Athletic Complex
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Four people will be vying for the three open seats on the board of education come Election Day,
which is Nov. 5 this year.  

The three seats up for grabs are that of Jean Folker, Cherie Adams and Aileen Byrne-Fahy. Ms. Folker and Ms.
Adams both served full terms, and are looking to serve another, while Mrs. Byrne-Fahy joined the board in 2012
to complete the term of a board member who resigned.

All three incumbent board members are seeking re-election, and will be joined by Karen Barry, a former board
member, in the run for the three open seats.

Each candidate was recently sent the same two questions and were asked to answer the questions in 150 words
or fewer. Their answers appear below, verbatim.

~

Q.Belmar Elementary School has a large population of Spanish-speaking students. To
accommodate those students, as well as their parents, the strategic plan has goals
geared toward that population, such as promoting intercultural understanding through
activities, adding Spanish prompts to the school’s phone service and having ESL
[English as a Second Language] classes for Spanish-speaking parents. What do you
think of what has been established for the Spanish speaking students and their
parents? What else, if anything, could be offered?

A. folker: I am happy with the accommodations we have made for the Spanish
Speaking population to date. However, I would like to see more multi-cultural events
at the school, not just for the Spanish population, but in general.

A. byrne-fahy: I think the action committee set forth excellent goals that provide opportunities for our ESL
community to have a strong voice at BES. I wouldn’t strike or add anything, but will strive to continue to
encourage participation in a Spanish speaking PTO, adult ESL classes and create cultural awareness events.
Parental involvement is such an important part of a child’s education, and we need to encourage every parent
to participate. Clear communication and respect for each other is the first step in raising the bar for all
community members, including ESL participants.

A. adams: The district has made information much more accessible to Spanish speaking families through
translation of relevant school information into Spanish and accessibility of bilingual staff to assist with personal
contacts and meetings. This has resulted in much more involvement by these families to support the school. We
have also offered ESL classes to adults instructed by community volunteers in the past and I would love to see
that continue. It is important for all members of our community to work together for the benefit of all
students.

A. barry: I think Belmar Elementary has done a great deal to move in a positive direction in assisting the large
population of Spanish-speaking students. The phone prompts and ESL classes are an improvement, however, it
may also be helpful to offer a Back to School Night and other Parent Information Nights on separate nights
using a translator so that the information is communicated in greater detail to Spanish speaking parents. With
the arrival of the Common Core Standards for math and language arts and one year left before the PARCC
testing, it would benefit the district to implement an intensive after school program for Spanish speaking
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students to work on reading and writings strategies in addition to math skills.

Q.In Manasquan, there has been a heated debate over the $2.5 million Warrior Athletic Complex, and how it
will be funded. Although sending districts cannot pay for the principal on lease purchase agreements, they can
be charged the interest. However, if two of the three sending districts with more than 10 percent of the
average daily enrollment at Manasquan High School — which includes Belmar— agree to a voluntary agreement
to help pay for the new fields, then all sending districts would be required to do the same. Do you think Belmar
should agree to pay for the athletic complex since its students attend Manasquan High School?

A. folker: There is no doubt that the athletic complex is in dire need of renovation. However, we have not been
presented with a clear and concise plan including the exact costs for the proposed renovations and what our
exact obligation would amount to. They are stating that the cost will be $2.5 million, however, until the
project is sent out to bid, those numbers are not written in stone. Without knowing what our exact obligation
in this is, I don’t think we can even discuss agreeing to finance the project. Once we have been presented with
the exact figures, we need to look at how the project will benefit our students and decide if it is worth the
cost.

A. byrne-fahy: Although I’d love to see a new field, I wish the school planned fund-raisers and secured grants.
It’s concerning that only a portion of Manasquan’s community and school board want to spend the money.
Legally, a school can only enter a lease-purchase agreement to fund facilities used for educational purposes.
The law defines the field and related structures as “other facilities” and therefore shouldn’t be funded under
the law regarding lease-purchases. Manasquan should be focused on a bigger problem: Monmouth County’s
Vocational Schools are taking top notch students, and Red Bank Regional, which offers a wide range of college
prep programs, has 35 students from the Belmar district that could be at Manasquan. If Manasquan used lease
purchase money to fund educational facilities that could compete with these schools, we’d keep more top
notch students [and their generous parents]. The money for a field would likely follow.

A. adams: While there is no doubt that the fields are in dire need of remediation, it does not appear that the
suggestion raised by the Manasquan Board relating to contributions by the sending districts to a lease purchase
arrangement can be legally accomplished as it was presented. As such, we have asked for guidance from the
State on that issue. In addition, as the Manasquan board members have expressed to us in prior meetings, it
would be best to have a unified approach by all of the sending districts on this issue rather than having all
bound by the votes of a few. We have also had discussions about ways in which to address the fields and other
academic concerns for our students. It is premature at this time to predict the direction that will be followed.

A. barry: Spending a tremendous amount of money on athletic fields is usually the last things on many
residents' minds when planning a school budget especially knowing that our tax dollars are being affected.
However, I feel that in addition to updating curriculum, small class sizes, innovative technology, and a safe
facility, our children need athletic fields. Lifetime fitness is a huge push in our country right now because of
the rates of obesity. Promoting lifetime fitness through extracurricular sports is a way to get our children
involved and motivated. The Manasquan fields are in rough shape right now. If the sending districts can do
anything to contribute to improving these fields, I feel it is in our best interest to take part in solving that
problem. It may be beneficial for sending districts to contribute a percentage based on the percentage of
students they have attending Manasquan.
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