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Council candidates discuss the division of
public
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Four candidates will face off for the two open seats on the council this Election Day, Nov. 5.

The two seats up for grabs this year are that of Council members Brian Magovern and Claire Deicke. Councilman
Magovern will be seeking re-election. Council President Deicke chose not to seek re-election.

The four candidates — Councilman Magovern, Janis Keown-Blackburn, Thomas Burke and David Schneck — were
asked to answer a question about a local issue in 150 words or less. Their answers appear below, verbatim.

Q.At almost every council meeting, much of the public comment portion of the evening is dedicated to either
attacking or praising the current administration, sometimes with few issues/matters actually being brought up.
It appears to be Democrat praise for the administration and GOP attacks of the administration from members
of the public. How would you close the divide between the pubic?

A. Burke: To me it’s a matter of respect. In the 10/17 edition of this paper,
Councilman Brian Magovern said, “Do I talk to Jim Bean, no.” He indicated that Jim is
a junior council member. Councilwoman Deicke often refers to my running mate as
“Schneck” not David or Mr. Schneck. Jennifer Nicolay calls Jim Bean an “Act.” Is it
any wonder why the GOP may say negative things? No Democrat on council seems to
respect dissenting views. Instead of respect, the GOP is “an element.” The Mayor and
council members are our elected officials, chosen to present the views of the
residents. As such, each should be respected and respect each other. If everyone on
the dais would act and speak with respect to each other and to members of the
public, we would narrow the divide between both the public and council. There is

always room for disagreement; disagreement with respect.

A. schneck: I really don’t see it that way at all. The citizens who question some of the actions of this
administration include several independents and Democrats. And I just don’t see asking questions and
criticizing certain policies as attacks. This administration is planning major changes for Belmar with big dollars
involved. I believe it is our civic duty to ask questions about it. I’m certainly not asking questions because this
year I’m a Republican candidate. Some of you may recall I ran in 2010 as an Independent, and I’ve always asked
questions. Because we have a partisan form of government, it’s easy to dismiss legitimate criticism as being
political. I have stated on numerous occasions that partisan government is inappropriate for small towns, and
would prefer a non-partisan system with a less powerful mayor. I think having the parties involved causes
division and unnecessarily complicates things like it has this year.

A. keown-blackburn: The nation has traditionally been divided on many issues. But, until recent times, there
has always been a civility to it. That divide has grown and a discourtesy has come about. The same thing is
happening in many towns across the nation, including here in Belmar. I believe a lot of the divide here has to
do with miscommunication and the understanding of the facts. I would like to see closed workshops again. That
way all council members can discuss and understand the issues before the meeting. I would keep the public
comments to five minutes per person, as it is now, but limit each person to once per meeting. I would suggest
bringing members of both sides together at an occasional meeting to sit down, discuss views, and reason
together. Mostly, I feel we all need to learn to compromise.

A. magovern: Certainly it is the right of every resident to voice their view during the public portion of a
municipal council meeting. Yes, it is true that at nearly every meeting we hear from both our loyal supporters
and loyal opponents. However, all residents at a meeting deserve an opportunity to come to the microphone
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and ask a question or state their view. After everyone has had an opportunity to speak, then some in the
audience do take advantage of a second chance to speak. As a councilman I find that listening to both sides
proves beneficial to understanding the concern of our residents, whether they are an opponent, supporter, or
first time speaker. As long as there is an election each year for a council seat, then I expect both supporters
and opponents will continue to exercise their right to be heard at Belmar council meetings.
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