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Belmar expects final boro tab for Sandy to
be under $3 million
Superstorm Sandy One Year Later
By Haley Behre

BELMAR —The last year has been a test for many communities along the Jersey Shore as they continue to
rebuild after Hurricane Sandy, which hit on Oct. 29, 2012.

Like many towns, Belmar sustained massive damage, both at residents’ homes and on municipal property.

About 1,300 homes were damaged immediately after the storm with 14 of them eventually demolished, said
Colleen Connolly, borough administrator.

As of Jan. 1, about 70 families were still displaced, Ms. Connolly said. That number has been reduced to less
than 10, to the best of the borough’s knowledge, she said.

As for municipal property, the borough sustained damage to its boardwalk, pavilions, marina, first responder
vehicles and the Union Fire Co. firehouse, among other things.

Since the storm, much has been done to restore the borough to a sense of normalcy,
such as rebuilding the boardwalk and doing a majority of the marina work.

“We came together as a community immediately after the storm,” Mayor Matt
Doherty said.

In the past year, the borough has accomplished a lot, such as rebuilding the boardwalk
in time for the summer season, distributing about $300,000 via a grant program to
families that were displaced and raising more than $700,000 to rebuild the
boardwalk, the mayor said.

From the municipal perspective, Mayor Doherty said he was proud of how the borough employees responded,
“and I’m really proud how the residents came together and how far we’ve come in the last year.”

Despite all this, families are still displaced, with some having no timeframe as to when they will be moving
back home.

“The number will keep going down, but to get it to zero is going to be a challenging task for the next months
and years to come,” he said.

“I’m really proud of the borough and its residents,” Ms. Connolly said. “The resilience of this town really
showed itself in the wake of the storm.”

To help rebuild, the governing body has approved several bond ordinances for Sandy-related projects.

As a result, the borough has incurred about $43 million since the storm — $36.2 million of which was due to
Hurricane Sandy. The remaining $6.76 million was for water and sewer projects that were unrelated to the
storm and will be paid using the water/sewer utility, Ms. Connolly said.

In total, the borough has incurred about $57.7 million in debt, not including the school district. Prior to the
storm, the borough had $14.73 million in debt.
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Thus far, the borough has paid down just under $4 million — $3.1 million of which is for Sandy-related costs,
leaving about $33.1 million remaining in debt due to the storm.

The borough has written project worksheets totalling about $20.3 million, Ms. Connolly said. These project
worksheets include debris removal, the boardwalk, marina repairs and the library. This amount is expected to
increase an additional $2.54 million to about $22.81 million once amendments are made to current project
worksheets, and a project worksheet is written for Silver Lake damage and sewer work, she said.

Of that $22.81 million, about $20.53 million is expected to be reimbursed, Ms. Connolly said.

The borough has been awarded $9.24 million for the boardwalk and $5.4 million for debris removal, $2 million
of which the borough has already received and has helped pay down the debt, she said. About $1 million has
also been received from the insurance company, which was used to help pay down the debt further, she said.

According to Ms. Connolly, assuming all project worksheets are approved, taxpayers will be responsible for $2.9
million.

This figure does not include grants or the cost of the pavilions, since that will be put against the beach utility,
not the taxpayers.

According to Ms. Connolly, any project worksheet that is completed basically says that the municipality is likely
to get funding because they are done by FEMA. If FEMA did not have an intention to reimburse for the project,
it would not have written a project worksheet.

The borough has yet to submit some project worksheets, including the two pavilions that will be constructed
and part of the marina project.

Ms. Connolly said the borough expects to be reimbursed 90 percent for the marina project, but is unsure how
much the borough will receive for the pavilions.

According to Darrell Habisch, FEMA media relations specialist, project worksheets are primarily written by the
municipality or subgrantee, with the assistance of FEMA and the state.

“The project worksheet is just that. It’s proposing a project and giving all the particulars involved in that
project, including costs,” but it does not mean it is approved, he said.

Once the project worksheet is submitted, it is reviewed by FEMA and the state to ensure it fits the criteria and
is eligible for reimbursement, Mr. Habisch said.

So, “I wouldn’t make that assumption” that just because FEMA assists in creating the project worksheet that it
will be automatically approved, he said.

And while much has been accomplished since the storm to help the borough rebuild, much still has to be done.

Ms. Connolly said there are two types of work that still needs to be done: recovery from damage due to the
storm and hazard mitigation to ensure it does not happen again.

Among the work that still needs to be done as a result of the storm is rebuilding the pavilions, which were
destroyed by the storm and subsequently demolished, and bringing back electric to the lake and installing
fountains, Ms. Connolly said.

The hazard mitigation projects include Silver Lake, L Street Beach and installing a dune system at the beach,
she said. The borough has already applied for these projects, but has not heard back yet.

According to Ms. Connolly, the hazard mitigation projects are reimbursable by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency [FEMA], but the borough is hoping to get funding through grants so the municipality would
not have to have that debt.
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