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Student elected officials sworn into posts on
Monday
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The next generation of leaders were sworn into
their posts this past Monday at Belmar Elementary School.

Youth Government Day, an annual event held at the school,
provides an opportunity for sixth- to eighth-grade students to
get an “inside view of how local governments and schools
function, and get to offer their ideas for improvement,” said
Melissa Murphy, youth government coordinator.

“They truly have a voice through the program, and their
suggestions have been turned into action in the past,” Ms.
Murphy said.

Each year, students who wish to participate as a borough or
school employee were able to submit an application with their
top three choices and are assigned positions.

Those students who wanted to run for elected office, such as a
council member, mayor or board of education member,
submitted an application and a two- to three-paragraph
speech outlining what makes them qualified for the position
and what improvements should be done to the school or town,
she said. Students then vote electronically for who they wish
to elect after reading the speeches, she said. The students do
not know who wrote the speeches, so the vote is based on the

content of the speech.

The students have voted and this year’s student government has been elected.

They were sworn into their posts on Monday by elected officials that hold the posts
they would be emulating.

Lake Como Mayor Mike Ryan swore in the Lake Como council and mayor. Council
members Virginia Kropac and Brian Wilton were also in attendance.

“I know that it may sound silly, but a lot of the ideas [the students] come up with we
actually do,” such as the joint town yard sale, the mayor said.

Eighth-grader Alex Sanchez, 13, was sworn in as the Lake Como mayor, while seventh-grader Natalie Smith, 12,
seventh-grader Rainie Montes, 12, seventh-grader Maximus Alacan, 12, seventh-grader Haley Daughton, 12, and
sixth-grader Iris Sanchez, 11, were sworn in as the council members.

Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty swore his younger counterpart, as well as the council.

“The most important thing for you to do is work together as a team. You’re going to have disagreements just
like you do in your own families, but it’s important to stick together and at least work together,” Mayor
Doherty said.
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This year’s Youth Government Day elected
borough and board of education officials were
sworn into their posts on Monday. Members of
the Belmar and Lake Como board of education
and council were in attendance to swear in the
Belmar Elementary School students. Photo by
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Eighth-grader Carleigh Dalton, 13, was sworn in as Belmar mayor, while eighth-grader Marc Gargiulo, 13, sixth-
grader Ryley Kirk, 11, sixth-grader Sarah Caldwell, 11, and seventh-grader Hannah Mannion, 11, were sworn in
as the council.

Lake Como Board of Education member Megan Byrne swore in the Lake Como board members.

Sixth-grader Alexis Byrne, 11, sixth-grader Gimena Hernandez, 11, sixth-grader Christine Russo, 11, and
seventh-grader Dolci Carroll, 12, were sworn in as Lake Como Board of Education members.

Belmar Board of Education member Joanne Gray swore in the Belmar board members.

“We get people from the public coming in and parents, but we never really hear from kids except during this
process,” she said.

Sixth-grader Ciara Woodrow, 11, sixth-grader Aurelia Whitehead, 11, sixth-grader Sophia Loria, 11, sixth-grader
Ashleigh Sharp, 11, sixth-grader Lucy Lisko, 11, eighth-grader Mikaela Peluzzo, 14, and sixth-grader Anastacia
Gavrilovic, 11, were sworn in as Belmar Board of Education members.

Now that the students have been sworn in or assigned to a position, they will have the opportunity to “shadow
local officials and see what it is like to be in their shoes for the day,” Ms. Murphy said.

The student elected officials will also conduct a meeting prior to a regularly scheduled council or board of
education meeting in November.
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