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Displaced residents, pump station & lake
remain issues after Sandy
Superstorm Sandy One Year Later
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The past year has been one of recovery and resiliency for Lake Como as it continues to recover
from the hurricane that devastated the Jersey Shore on Oct. 29, 2012.

When the hurricane hit, many in Lake Como had to be rescued from their homes as the lake became one with
the ocean, flooding several blocks into the borough.

For Bob Kirk, of Spring Lake Heights, the night began as a celebration of his daughter’s birthday at his parents’
home. His parents, Bob and Lynn Kirk, live on North Boulevard in Lake Como. Bob Kirk’s daughter is Kimberlee,
now 19.

“It [the storm] was wild with wind,” Bob Kirk said.

The wind, coupled with the storm surge, caused the lake and ocean to become one, flooding many homes,
including the Kirks’.

For a while, the Kirks tried to stop the water, but after a while Mr. Kirk realized,
“you’re trying to hold back the Atlantic Ocean with towels.”

Instead, the family moved items from the first floor to the second, and waited the
storm out.

“The thought never entered my mind the devastation that you saw later on,” Mr. Kirk
said.

The next morning, on Oct. 30, Mr. Kirk got the family’s canoe from outside, and the
Kirks paddled their way to dry land.

The first floor of the Kirks’ home was completely destroyed, and everything was gutted and repaired. Mr. Kirk’s
parents have since returned home.

Mr. Kirk’s story is a familiar one for residents in the area, as many tried to ride out the storm, and many lost
their homes.

Since then, many towns, including Lake Como, have worked tirelessly to recover from the storm and return a
sense of normalcy for the community.

Due to the storm, about 90 Lake Como homes were damaged, three of which were destroyed, said Laurie Kelly,
technical assistant to the construction official. Those three have been demolished. An additional five owners
have chosen to demolish their homes, but were not required to do so, she said.

About five to six primary residents remain displaced, she said.

And while residents have continued to recover, so, too, has the municipality.

Since the storm, the borough has incurred $442,250 due to Hurricane Sandy, of which $183,404 has been
reimbursed.
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These projects include those for debris removal, emergency protective measures, public buildings and
equipment and public utilities.

If the borough receives 90 percent reimbursement, $44,225 will not be reimbursed, which correlates to a
1.1-cent tax increase for residents, said Louise Mekosh, borough administrator and chief financial officer.

Mayor Mike Ryan said he thinks the borough and its residents were resilient in the wake of Sandy.

The borough was able to get through the storm because everyone, from volunteer organizations to residents to
employees and their families, pulled together, he said.

One year after Sandy, there are still three main issues in town that stem from the storm.

The first, according to Mayor Ryan, is getting the displaced residents back in their homes and back to normal.

The second, he said, is getting the pump station in operating condition.

The pump station was located at the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, but was rendered inoperable due
to Sandy. As a result, South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA], which owns and operates the
pump station, is relocating the station to 1800 Parkway.

The pump station is expected to be completed in September 2015.

In the meantime, the borough will continue to operate under a bypass system.

The third issue facing Lake Como, Mayor Ryan said, is the lake and remediating the outfall pipe, which was
recently classified as a class III dam, and finding a permanent solution to the lake’s flooding problem.

Recently, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection classified that portion of the lake as a class
III dam, and determined that Belmar, Spring Lake and Monmouth County were responsible for it.

According to Bob Considine, a press officer for the DEP, the outfall pipe is considered a dam because the pipe is
actually part of a larger structure that retains water.

A class III dam is considered to be a low hazard dam with low potential for significant property damage or loss
of life if it were to fail.

The outfall pipe being classified as a dam means it must be designed for a 100-year storm event — a standard
the pipe does not currently meet, according to Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director.

As for the flooding problem, no permanent solution has been created yet.

Mayor Ryan said the borough has learned a lot from Sandy, including getting people evacuated and out of the
town in case of emergency.

As the borough moves forward, it is trying to “make sure that we’re prepared should there be another event
like this in the future,” Mayor Ryan said.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Displaced residents, pump station & lake remain issues after Sandy”

Star News Group (10.24.13): Displaced residents, pump station ... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/10.24.13/displaced_re_1...

2 of 2 10/27/13 7:13 PM


