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Council candidates discuss long-term
solutions for lake
Council members Patricia Tzibrouk, Doug Witte looking to reclaim seats
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — This year’s council election will see no surprises as the two council members whose seats are up
for grabs are the only candidates running.

The seats up for grabs are that of Council members Doug Witte and Patricia Tzibrouk, who both took the time
to answer a question from The Coast Star regarding an issue in town.

The candidates were sent the same questions and were asked to answer it in 150 words or fewer. Their answers
appear below, verbatim.

Q. Lake Como has a tendency to overflow during inclement weather — which we saw all too well when Sandy
hit. Since the storm, the four stakeholders — Lake Como, Belmar, Spring Lake and the South Monmouth Regional
Sewerage Authority — have been working together to create an emergency protocol that will go into effect
during storm events. While this is a temporary solution, no permanent solution has been created yet. Any
thoughts on what that permanent solution should be?

A. witte: One thing for sure I don't want is for what happened to Lake Como from
Superstorm Sandy to happen again. What I feel needs to be done is that the lake
needs to be dredged to make it deeper so it will hold more water. We would also need
to see if the soil that is removed from the lake can be used to build up the land that
surrounds the lake especially, on the Lake Como side. The Spring Lake side is a lot
higher than Lake Como's side. Also we need to install a new outfall pipe that is big
enough to let the water out faster than the current one does for when another storm
is approaching. I feel by lowering the water level it will help solve this ongoing
problem that we have in Lake Como.

A. tzibrouk: Problems related to Lake Como and controlling the water level date back
to the early 1900s when the inlet was dammed to create a roadway from Belmar to Spring Lake. Many attempts
at resolving the overflow issues, but none have been a complete solution. In 2012, before any forecast
regarding a superstorm, representatives from the three communities and Southern Monmouth Sewer Authority
began meeting to address the issues related to improved outflow. After Sandy, the group continued to meet and
discussions included representatives from DEP, FEMA, Monmouth County and state representatives. Now with a
change in status which identifies the area at the eastern end of the lake as being a “dam,” the area would then
be controlled by Belmar, Spring Lake and the State of N.J. The group has met to create protocols to be
followed in the case of a major storm event. Each town would be represented by their borough administrator
and the representative from SMRSA. Meetings are being held with representatives from DEP and from the
Governor’s office.
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