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After one year of displacement, family looks
forward to going home
By Haley Behre

BELMAR - About 33 years ago, Frank and Ann Murphy met outside a home on Ocean Avenue — a home that
became theirs about 10 years ago and one they are raising their family in.

Last year, that home, and all its memories, were washed away overnight, leaving the Murphys to pick up the
pieces and begin rebuilding.

The home sits on the corner of North Boulevard and Ocean Avenue.

Oct. 28, 2012, the day before Hurricane Sandy hit, was a time of celebration for the Murphys as it was
Christening day for their twins, John and Chelsea, now 14 months old. At the time of the storm, they were 3
months old.

“It was the last night we spent the night in that house,” Mr. Murphy said.

Until the storm hit on the evening of Oct. 29, the Murphys and friends spent time
elevating items four feet in their basement and removing other items, such as
pictures and baby clothes.

At around 9 p.m. on Oct. 29, the Murphys tried to make one last trip to their home to
salvage what they could, but could not get back to their home.

“There was nobody out there. It was pitch black, not a light to be seen except one
guy with a flashlight trying to get in his house,” Mr. Murphy said. “That was it. That
was the last time we tried to get to the house.”

The Murphys stayed at Mr. Murphy’s brother’s home in Spring Lake with their twins, and older son, Joseph, 7.

“We were kind of bracing ourselves for the worst, but not really, you know not having any idea of what the
worst could be,” he said.

The next morning, on Oct. 30, Mr. Murphy parked his car far northwest of his home and made his way through
the water to the house.

As he got closer to the house, he looked down and saw one of his shirts floating down the street about one- and
one-half blocks north of his home, Mr. Murphy said, noting he had placed the shirt about 5 feet high in the
basement.

“I said this is trouble. This is obviously trouble,” he recalled.

When Mr. Murphy reached his home, the thing he noticed the most was that the front porch was completely
gone. The front porch was a “highlight” of the Murphy’s home as they spent a lot of time out there, he said.

The home was over 100 years old and “this was the storm that got it,” he said. “It was kind of a shocker to
some extent that this storm could actually take this house that’s been around before I was around.”

Mr. Murphy’s first reaction when he saw his home was that it was totaled, he said.

“[The house] had a great soul to it,” he said. “At that time, my immediate reaction was we’re going to
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rebuild.”

The home’s first floor, porch and basement were completely destroyed, and its foundation had a hole in it. The
garage and its apartment were also destroyed.

The Murphys lost almost all of their possessions, including a medal he had created in honor of his brother, Jim,
who died on Sept. 11, 2001. Some of the items were salvageable, but most had to be thrown away.

“It’s a strange feeling when this happens to you,” Mr. Murphy said. “It almost was like therapy throwing all this
stuff away.”

Up until the home was demolished in June, Mr. Murphy went there every day to try to save items.

“After a while, all you wanted was the house to be demolished.” Mr. Murphy said. “It was like going to a wake
and just seeing a corpse every day.”

The Murphy’s had flood insurance and the insurance company estimated the damage was in excess of $400,000,
Mrs. Murphy said. All the damage was caused by flood, she said.

While they did receive funding from the insurance company, about two-thirds of the rebuilding costs will be
paid out of pocket, she said. Mrs. Murphy would not disclose how much money they received from the
insurance company, but did say the insurance company policy covers up to $250,000 in damages.

A FEMA inspector also came out to inspect the house, who reported the water heater needed to be replaced,
Mr. Murphy said. FEMA estimated that to cost about $1,600, he said, noting the inspector said in the report that
he could not complete the inspection because he could not go in the home because it was unsafe.

Mrs. Murphy said the inspector was supposed to come back, but never did.

The Murphys only discovered how much the FEMA inspector claimed their damage was worth recently when
they applied to, and were rejected from, both ReNew Jersey Stronger programs, which are Reconstruction,
Rehabilitation, Elevation and Mitigation [RREM] Program and the Homeowner Resettlement Program. Both
programs require that the homeowner sustained a minimum of $8,000 in damage or more than one foot of
water on the first floor.

Mrs. Murphy said they did not meet the other requirement because they only had about eight inches of water
on the first floor.

When one applies to the programs, it scans the FEMA database, Mr. Murphy said.

“So for the last year,” Mrs. Murphy said, “when anybody clicks our FEMA number our amount of damage is
$1,600,” which makes them ineligible for most programs.

The Murphy’s appealed the denials and a new FEMA inspector came to the home, and based off that the
inspector said the home had $40,000 in damages, Mr. Murphy said, noting the inspection was done when the
home was already demolished.

She said they could not appeal the decision again because their home was demolished.

They did receive $10,000 from the Homeowner Resettlement Program, Mrs. Murphy said. They were denied
anything from the other program.

The Murphy’s home is in the process of being rebuilt on pilings.

According to Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, their children helped put everything in perspective.

“As much as the house was a big part of life, it doesn’t compare to having each other and our children,” Mr.
Murphy said.
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Mrs. Murphy said “[the last year] was like a roller coaster of emotions, but what kept us grounded was our
family.”

Since the storm, there have been times when it seems like they’d never get back into their house, Mr. Murphy
said. But now, he does not feel that way.

“I feel like I’m seeing hope,” he said.

Mrs. Murphy said “we go down and park there all day. People think we’re watching them work, but we’re not.
We just want to be near our house.”

Mr. Murphy said he hopes to be back in by Christmas, but Mrs. Murphy said a more realistic expectation is April.

Either way, the Murphys are looking forward to moving back into their home and enjoying many more years of
memories, including having that first cocktail on their new front porch.
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