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Pump station expected to be completed in
September 2015
Superstorm Sandy One Year Later
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO —Oct. 29, 2012 is a day that will live in infamy for many on the Jersey Shore.

It was the day Hurricane Sandy hit, causing homes to flood and thousands to be displaced.

In Lake Como, the lake became one with the ocean, causing the lake to spill several blocks into the street and
rendering the pump station, which sits on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, inoperable.

The pump station is operated by the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA].

Since the storm, the borough has been operating under a bypass system, which is located at 1800 Parkway, and
plans are in the works to relocate the pump station to that same location on Parkway.

According to Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, SMRSA has been working with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] to secure approximately $2.3 million
of eligible funding through a mitigation grant.

That does not mean the funding amount has been approved, yet, Mr. Ruppel said,
noting funding should be secured in the next 60 days or so. Of the amount approved,
SMRSA will receive the amount they spent on the project.

Kevin Lynch, former Lake Como councilman and current Lake Como representative to
SMRSA, has said if SMRSA begins the project prior to receiving approval that could
jeopardize the funding. He said this at an October council meeting where he provided

an update to the borough on the pump station.

In the meantime, SMRSA has secured an interim financing loan through the New Jersey Environmental
Infrastructure Trust financing program.

The loan is for about $8.4 million, and will help fund the Lake Como pump station project, as well as other
projects, Mr. Ruppel has said previously.

As for the project’s schedule, SMRSA plans to advertise for bids on Nov. 1, with the bid opening and awarding of
it slated to occur sometime in December, Mr. Ruppel said.

From there, the notice to proceed [NTP] is slated for mid-January 2014, with the groundbreaking occurring
sometime in May 2014, he said.

Mr. Ruppel, said the reason there is four months in between the NTP and groundbreaking is because when a
contract is awarded the groundbreaking does not happen the next day. There are “milestones” that need to be
hit prior to the groundbreaking, such as submitting bonds and insurance.

The project is expected to be finished September 2015, he said, although that is subject to change.

Until the pump station has been completed, Lake Como will continue to operate using a bypass system, which
currently uses diesel.
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Several residents who live near the bypass system have complained about its noise, but that is expected to
change soon as SMRSA is amending its application to FEMA to get reimbursement for the conversion approved.
The conversion is from a diesel operated bypass system to a quieter, electrical bypass system.

Once FEMA authorizes it, it will take several weeks to install the electrical bypass, Mr. Ruppel said.

Once the electric bypass is up and running, the diesel pump will still remain on site, and will run once in a
while to ensure that it still works in case the electric pump fails, he said, noting if that occurs the diesel pump
will automatically start up.

While the pump station project is ongoing, the stakeholders in Lake Como, which has a habit of overflowing
during inclement weather, are working together to ensure there is a plan in place during emergency situations.

The stakeholders are Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake, all which border the lake, and SMRSA, which has a
vested interest in the lake since its assets sit on it.

In order to have an emergency plan in place, the four stakeholders have come up with an interlocal agreement,
which will formalize what they have been doing since the storm.

The interlocal agreement establishes emergency protocols dictating how the four stakeholders will respond
during flooding events at the lake.

The interlocal agreement identifies the primary contact and secondary contact, for each borough and
establishes the cost share.

Each stakeholder will pay an equal share, or 25 percent, of costs associated with the lake.

The agreement is for two years, with options to renew.

Belmar and  Lake Como have both approved the interlocal agreement. SMRSA and Spring Lake have not done
so, yet.

Mr. Ruppel said SMRSA has not approved the interlocal agreement because they have submitted
recommendations for amendments to the agreement to all the towns. The towns and SMRSA are in the process
of going over those amendments, he said.

A long-term solution to prevent future flooding events at the lake has not been created yet, Mr. Ruppel said.
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