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BELMAR — Jennifer Nicolay and Thomas Burke will face off for the sole available seat — a 
three-year term — on the council this Election Day, Nov. 6, and the two candidates took time to 
answer some questions regarding their candidacy.  

Councilwoman Nicolay is the Democratic candidate for council. She began serving on the 
Belmar Council in 2011 when she was appointed to fill the spot left open when then-councilman 
Matt Doherty was elected mayor.  

Mr. Burke, a Republican, is a political newcomer. 

The candidates were sent the same two questions and were asked to answer each in 150 words or 
fewer. Their answers appear below, verbatim.  

Q.Recently the borough of Belmar sent out a mass emergency notification to its residents 
notifying them about the grand opening of the mini golf course on the Belmar Marina, which is 
privately owned, but whose owners are leasing property owned by the borough. While this tactic 
was explained by the borough as a prudent move because it is possibly increasing borough 
revenue, do you think this use of the system is proper? Do you support the borough's use of an 
emergency notification system for such advertisements?  

A.Nicolay: Many residents have approached me over the past 2 years regarding the need to 
increase communication about the happenings in town. We are fortunate to live in a wonderful 
small community with a lot going on. I believe all residents deserve to know what activities and 
events are taking place in their community. Residents constantly thank me for the notifications 
they have received via phone calls. Also, I helped revamp our website, making it more user-
friendly and easier to locate information. I also worked on improving communication to our 
residents by using text messages. Whether it is about recreation programs, health fairs or events 
in town, this new medium is an important tool to take advantage of. If given the privilege to 
serve another term, I will continue to keep our residents informed by communicating effectively 
and efficiently utilizing these available resources. 

A.Burke: In a word ... no. I fail to understand how this could be considered a prudent move to 
increase borough revenue. We already gave away the use of the 9th Avenue Pier at a ridiculously 
low price. The system in question is designed to be for emergency situations. All announcements 
start out “This is a Code Red message.” That is what it should be used for. I have no problem on 
getting information out to the public about town events, but there are other forms of 
communication that have seemed to work for years. Using the system in question is on the verge 



of a “Crying wolf syndrome.” Lastly, using this system to announce the opening of a private 
business is just wrong. Where would it stop? In my opinion, the borough already has way too 
much to say on how, when and where the local businesses spend their hard earned dollars. 

Q. The Belmar Council has historically been controlled by the Democratic party, although often 
a Republican party member, such as Councilman Jim Bean or former Councilman Richard 
Wright, is elected. If [re]-elected, what will you do to improve inter-council relations, to allow 
discussion and debate to flourish, and to keep the animosity and at times what seems like 
personal/political bickering arising on the dais? 

A.Nicolay: There will always be different opinions amongst councilmembers. However, my 
focus is on the opinions, concerns and needs of our residents. I listen to all residents and address 
their concerns regardless of party or how they vote. I recently met with residents of 13th Avenue 
regarding their water problems. Since hearing of their concerns, I’ve been determined to help 
solve these water issues. It’s this type of outreach and problem-solving that I enjoy most about 
being a councilwoman. I can make a difference in the lives of Belmar residents regardless of 
party or having their vote. 

Many politicians marginalize residents who do not support them. We need councilmembers who 
will not look to divide but rather bring Belmar together. I am committed to improving the quality 
of life for all residents. That is what I have done for the past two years and will continue to do in 
the future. 

A.Burke: As an outsider one cannot get a clear picture in their mind of the dynamics between 
council members. While all council members seem to be competent individuals having a “what’s 
best for Belmar” point of view, there seems to be a very distinct partisan anchor that inhibits 
what I consider adequate dialogue on many of the issues that come before the governing body. 
To avoid the personal bickering indicated in the question, if elected I would promote the 
following: 1. A closed door council work session prior to public council meetings; 2. A more 
open public session on issues that promotes an array of differing opinion; 3. An earlier 
publishing of council agenda’s to the public via website and printed documents; 4. Strongly 
encourage and consider, not just tolerate, public input on all matters before the council; 5. 
Belmar has 5 zones — increase council seats accordingly for better public representation. 

	  


