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One Belmar Elementary School parent recently raised concerns about students “darting” out in the street after school. While the 
parent said parking is not the main safety concern, Superintendent David Hallman said the three-minute pickup/drop-off zone is not 
meant to be a parking area, and that it is making it unsafe for students. Mr. Hallman said he has spoken to parents and will monitor 

the situation. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — More homework. 

That was what one parent asked of the Belmar Board of Education at its meeting on Thursday, Oct. 18. 

 “High school and college are not going to be like it is here,” Theresa Pringle said. She is the mother of Hannah, 
14, a freshman at Manasquan High School [MHS], and Chloe, 12, a seventh-grader at Belmar Elementary 
School [BES]. 

Ms. Pringle stood before the board of education last Thursday asking the school to give students, particularly 
those in the middle school, more homework in order to better prepare them for high school and college. 



According to Ms. Pringle, BES did not prepare her daughter, Hannah, for the amount of homework she was 
going to have at MHS. 

“She was not prepared for high school,” she said. “Not at all.”  

Ms. Pringle said due to the lack of homework at Belmar Elementary School, her daughter did not have the time 
management skills necessary for high school.  

Hannah said the transition to high school was “pretty good” except for the homework, which was “not so good.” 

She said at BES she only received 30 minutes of reading homework each night, with no homework in other 
subjects most nights. Some nights, Hannah said, she would received a few math problems, but “that’s about it.”  

“I feel like they didn’t prepare me very well for homework and a few other things,” she said, such as how to use 
a dictionary, atlas or how to write in cursive, which Hannah said are all “tools I needed in high school.” 

Hannah said BES needs to “stop focusing on the NJ ASK [New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge] 
test” and start focusing on “more homework in more subjects, thorough reading and more progressive questions 
that make you think.”  

Ms. Pringle agreed, and proposed BES bring back homework in order to adequately prepare the students. 

“Train them in middle school [and] it will carry to high school, hopefully,” Ms. Pringle said, proposing the 
school give students homework in two to three subjects each night. 

Jean Folker, a Belmar resident whose child is in high school, agreed. Her daughter, Krysta, 14, is a freshman at 
MHS. Ms. Folker is also a board of education member.  

Ms. Folker said her daughter’s transition to high school went well overall, however, her biggest issue was 
homework and the “fact we virtually don’t have homework” at BES. 

“There is a whole skill set not being learned,” she said, and that skill set is being able to work independently 
and being able to do one’s homework on their own.  

Ms. Folker said all the learning is done in the classroom at BES, so when her daughter got to MHS she had a 
tough time transitioning to doing work at home. 

“[They weren’t] giving them that much homework, it was just taking her that long to do it,” Ms. Folker said, 
referring to the fact that at the beginning of the school year it was taking her daughter about four or five hours to 
do homework at times. 

According to Superintendent/Principal David Hallman, middle-schoolers — students in grades five, six, seven 
and eight — are given an average of 60 to 75 minutes of homework per night. 

He said he is currently analyzing the situation with the teachers and will “make sure that [homework] correlates 
with what is expected in ninth grade.” 

Mr. Hallman said the school is looking at increasing homework in seventh and eighth grade, which would 
increase to about 90 minutes of homework, with most of it being in social studies and science. There would be 
an emphasis on non-fictional reading, he added.  



“[We are] looking to make sure the eighth-graders are prepared for ninth grade,” he said. 

In other meeting news, Ms. Pringle also raised concern about students “darting” out in the street after school, 
causing safety hazards. 

Ms. Pringle said students after school are crossing the street in “inappropriate areas,” meaning not in the 
crosswalks, and parents are even encouraging it at times.  

“The root of the problem isn’t the parking,” she said, noting parents have parked there in the past and it has not 
been an issue. “It is that no one is telling the parents and children not to cross in the inappropriate crossing 
areas.”  

While Ms. Pringle said the parking is not the root of the problem, Mr. Hallman believes parking is the problem.  

He said the three minute pickup/drop-off zone, which is located on the north side of 12th Avenue, is not meant 
to be a parking area. 

“Parents are parking in an area that is causing it to be unsafe for the students,” he said.  

Mr. Hallman said he has spoken to parents and will keep monitoring the situation.  

	  


