
The Coast Star (10/25/2012): Ice rink plan melts 
away as Ice World decides to take a pass 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The plan to bring an ice rink to Belmar has hit an icy patch as the company originally interested 
in the project has pulled out. 

Ice World, based in Howell, was planning on creating an approximately 2,000-square-foot ice rink at Dempsey 
Park, on 16th Avenue, where the current skate board park is located. The skateboard park would have been 
relocated near the recycling area and Ice World would have managed it, as well. 

The idea for an ice skate rink stemmed from an article in The Coast Star on May 24 about a council meeting 
held at Belmar Elementary School. Elizabeth Colyer, then a sixth-grader, asked the council during a special, 
annual meeting it was holding at the school if an ice skating rink could come to Belmar, said George Haviland, 
Ice World CEO and President. Ice World is the parent company of the New Jersey Titans Hockey Club, the 
nonprofit that would have entered into the lease agreement with the borough. 

When asked why Ice World decided to back out of the ice rink deal with Belmar, Mr. Haviland said there were 
a “bunch of reasons,” but he declined further comment. 

“We’ll take a pass,” he said, noting Ice World and the borough could revisit the ice rink idea next season. 

When asked if the reason had anything to do with the site’s history, Mr. Haviland said “not really.” 

Dempsey Park’s location used to be home to a former manufactured gas plant, [MGP] which was once owned 
by a predecessor company of Jersey Central Power and Light [JCP&L], according to a project update document 
on the site from JCP&L on the Belmar MGP. A MGP site produced “town gas” or “coal gas” to serve the 
community, according to the document. 

The MGP shut down in the early 1950s, according to the document. 

Since the early 1980s, JCP&L, in association with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
[DEP] has been conducting remedial activities to address soil and groundwater impacted from the MGP, 
according to the document. The by-product materials of concern from the gas manufacturing process of the coal 
tar and oils include benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene and xylene. 

According to Rob Morano, JCP&L spokesman, in July 2011 an evaluation conducted on the site in accordance 
with the DEP requirements confirmed that “MGP materials remaining in the soil and groundwater are not 
impacting air quality at or within the buildings located on the site.”  

“This is a safe site,” Mr. Morano said. “That is what the remediation does, it removes the contaminants and 
makes the site safe.” 

Bill Young, borough administrator, said the borough will be moving forward the ice rink whether it is with Ice 
World or another company.  

“If we don’t do it with him or another entity, we will do it ourselves,” he said, noting Belmar will go out and 
buy the proper equipment and train somebody to run the ice rink themselves.  



Mayor Matt Doherty said the borough is working on other options.  

“I thought we had everything agreed to,” he said. “But these things happen in business.” 

	  


