
The Coast Star (10/25/2012): IRS sells The Barclay 
liquor license 

Owners of D’Jais purchase year-round license. No plans yet as to where it 
will be used. 

 

The owners of D’Jais Bar & Grill in Belmar have purchased the year-round liquor license of the defunct Barclay banquet hall. They 
are not sure what they are going to do with the new license yet. Photo by ., STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Barclay liquor license was sold by the Internal Revenue Service [IRS] at a public auction 
recently, and the owner of the defunct banquet hall says he feels wronged by the way the events unfolded.  

The Barclay, which has been permanently closed since the fall of 2011, was owned by Steve Vita, and had 
$297,955 worth of federal tax liens on the license owed to the IRS, according to a letter Mr. Vita received from 
the IRS. 

In order to pay off the lien, Mr. Vita said he was prepared to sell his year-round liquor license from The Barclay 
to another business in the borough for $325,000. In return, that other business would sell its seasonal liquor 
license to Mr. Vita for $125,000, he said. He believes he should have been able to complete that deal. 

According to the IRS letter, the federal tax lien would be removed from the liquor license pending receipt of the 
payment. The letter was dated Feb. 24 and gave him until March 20 to make the $300,000 payment. 

“Failure to close on this matter by March 20, 2012 will result in the liquor license being sold at auction,” the 
IRS letter stated. 

The IRS seized his liquor license and sold it at a public auction on Aug. 22 in order to satisfy his federal tax 
debt, according to an IRS document.  



According to Mr. Vita, who was at the auction, the owners of D’Jais Bar & Grill, 1801 Ocean Ave., here, 
purchased the year-round liquor license for $525,000. 

Mr. Vita said although he still owes some money to the IRS for another business he owns, he is trying to 
negotiate a refund of the excess funds the IRS received from the auction. 

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais, confirmed on Wednesday that he purchased the license, although he would 
not confirm how much he and his business partners, Bill Luddecke and Kip Conner, paid for it. 

He also said he is unsure what he and his partners are going to do with the new license. 

D’Jais currently operates under a  

seasonal liquor license for D’Jai’s. 

According to April Claudio, borough clerk, the license the D’Jais owners do not use becomes a pocket license, 
meaning it is an inactive license, and can either be kept inactive or sold. 

Ms. Claudio said what restrictions carry over on a liquor license are decided by the mayor and council when 
they vote on the resolution, making the liquor license transfer complete. Therefore, while The Barclay was only 
able to use its liquor license for pre-planned banquets, that does not mean the council will keep those 
restrictions in place, depending on where the D’Jai’s owners decide to use it. 

She also said as of yesterday D’Jais has not submitted any paperwork proving they purchased the license from 
the IRS and have not applied to have the license transferred to them.  

Mr. Sementa said the business will submit the paperwork “all in good time” because the business owners are 
“not even sure what we are going to do with it, yet.” 

Ms. Claudio said the IRS has not submitted any paperwork to the borough either. 

When reached for comment, John Vassallo, the attorney representing Mr. Vita on the liquor license and IRS 
issues, would not comment, telling a reporter, “You’re not putting food on my table.” 

There is also $1.5 million mortgage lien on The Barclay, which sits on a 100 by 150 lot.  

Mr. Vita said that is a separate issue that has not been paid off, yet, but that will be “part of a settlement we’ll 
do with [The Bank of Princeton] at some point.”  

	  


