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Hopes to raise about $60,000 with 800-900 people attending 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — People will be gearing up around the holiday to participate in a good cause since the annual 
Arthritis Foundation Jingle Bell Run/Walk is slated for Dec. 8 in the borough. 

The annual run/walk — a 3.1 mile run and one mile walk — will raise money for the Arthritis Foundation’s 
different programs, such as services for people living with arthritis, arthritis research and camp for children 
living with arthritis, said Katy Bazerque, director of community development for the Arthritis Foundation New 
Jersey Chapter. 

Last year about 700 people participated in the event and raised about $45,000 for the foundation, Ms. Bazerque 
said.  

This year the Arthritis Foundation is hoping to raise close to $60,000, she said. 

“The way things are going this year we anticipate 800-900 people,” Ms. Bazerque said. 

Ms. Bazerque said the event is important because it “brings awareness to a disease that many people feel is a 
part of normal life and living.” 

She also said it brings awareness to the many ways people can help alleviate the pain in arthritis, such as seeing 
a doctor and exercising. 

Rachel Hollywood, of Point Pleasant Boro, said she has been participating in the event for the past three years 
because it draws support and gives hope to those who have arthritis. Ms. Hollywood’s father, Richard, is this 
year’s honoree at the event. Her father has had arthritis for the past four years. 

Arthritis “can go unnoticed because people think it is just a matter of old age,” she said. “People overlook it and 
people don’t know there is a lot that can be done to prevent the continuation of the disease.”  

To register for the run/walk please visit www.arthritis.org/jingle-bell-run.php. The run/walk begins at 10 a.m. 
on Dec. 8 at Bar Anticipation, on 16th Avenue, in Lake Como.  

	  


