
The Coast Star (10/25/2012): Historical 
Society museum to open Nov. 3 

Consists of four rooms, with two open to public 

 

Belmar will soon have its very first museum as The Belmar Historical Museum and History Room, located at 900 E 
St., will open at 1 p.m. on Nov. 3. Photo by JOSEPH J. DELCONZO, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Cufflinks will be lining the door of the old police headquarters when the borough 
welcomes its newest addition on Nov. 3 — the Belmar Historical Museum and History Room. 

“We’re doing something different, but it goes along with … the historic nature of the building 
way more than a ribbon does,” said Pat O’Keefe, Belmar Historical Society secretary, referring 



to the “ribbon” cutting” ceremony the borough will be conducting to honor the grand opening of 
the museum. 

But instead of having a traditional ribbon stretching in front of the new business, a string of 
handcuffs will be linked, with Mayor Matt Doherty unlocking them, symbolizing the opening of 
the historical museum, she said. 

Ms. O’Keefe said the Belmar Historical Society, which has dedicated the past year or so to 
renovating the building and collecting Belmar memorabilia for the museum, chose to do the 
ribbon cutting this way because it is more fitting to the history of the building, which used to be 
the borough’s police headquarters. 

The Belmar Historical Museum and History Room will consist of four rooms— two open to the 
public and the other two for the historical society. One of the two exhibits will be a permanent 
exhibit, exploring the history and development of Belmar. The other will be a rotating display 
that will change every few months.  

The first rotating display will feature restored old photographs by Belmar Historical Society 
member Bud Benz, of Spring Lake, Ms. O’Keefe said. 

Ms. O’Keefe also said as a special treat, and for the opening day only, the archive room will be 
open to the public so people can see how the Belmar Historical Society has been taking care of 
people’s donations. The archive room is generally closed to the public. 

Once the patrons have seen the archive room, they will exit through the rear door and into the 
Union Fire House where they can see the old jail cells, Ms. O’Keefe said. 

“We’re on pins and needles,” she added. 

Naomi Reissner, Belmar Historical Society president, said she is really excited about the 
museum. 

“Since it’s Belmar’s very first museum and history room, I’m hoping that folks will stop by and 
see how we’ve chronicled the development of this wonderful seaside resort,” she said. 

Mayor Doherty said the borough has a “rich history” that they are proud of and the museum 
provides Belmar with the opportunity for the whole community to take advantage and appreciate 
all the memorabilia and artifacts that chronicle that history. 

Mayor Doherty also said the museum gives the Belmar Historical Society a real “home” for the 
first time.  

The museum, located at 900 E St., will be open Mondays 2 -4 p.m. and Thursdays 10 a.m.-noon, 
with a future goal of possibly opening it once a month on the weekend. Those interested can 
always visit the museum by appointment by calling 732-681-0732. 


