
The Coast Star (10/25/2012): Report says 
school did not meet target set in two areas 

Doesn’t meet math, language arts literacy in some subgroups 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The New Jersey Department of Education released a preliminary school profile 
based on the NJ ASK 2012 data recently showing that while Belmar Elementary School has 
made some progress, two subgroups have not met their target performances determined by the 
state. 

According to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act [ESEA] waiver, the economically 
disadvantaged and Hispanic subgroups at BES have not met their performance target of 54.8 and 
55.8 percent, respectively, for the 2011-2012 school year in language arts literacy. Their 
proficiency rate was 43.4 percent and 44.5 percent, respectively.  

In math, the economically disadvantaged also did not meet their performance target percentile of 
65.3 percent. They received a proficiency rate of 55.5 percent, according to the report.  

According to Lisa Hannah, vice principal and director of curriculum at Belmar Elementary 
School, the economically disadvantaged, that is those who have applied for the free and reduced 
lunch program, make up 47 percent of the student population, while Hispanics make up 
approximately 42 percent of the student population. 

“This is something the school has been addressing for several years now,” Ms. Hannah said.  

In order to address the missed targets, the school has already implemented new strategies, such 
as heterogeneous grouping in kindergarten to fourth grades. Heterogeneous grouping means 
placing students of all abilities in the same group in order to “challenge all students to reach their 
full potential,” Ms. Hannah said. 

In addition, students who are “most at risk in those subgroups” are receiving more “specific and 
individualized” attention and support, she said.  

The preliminary report also showed that white students and students with disabilities subgroups 
met their proficiency targets in both categories.  

Additional performance targets will be set for the next five years, as well, to monitor the school’s 
growth.  

	  


