
The Coast Star (10/25/2012): Resident raises 
concern about rowdy teenagers in borough 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A borough resident raised concern about the behavior of teenagers on the Eighth 
Avenue playground, at the Oct. 17 council meeting.  

According to Gwenn Hopper, of Belmar, teenagers on the Eighth Avenue playground have been 
noisy, using foul language, taking off their clothes, running around in their underwear, asking 
mothers with their children to “get out of their territory,” running and lying in the street and 
stopping traffic. 

“[They’ve been] a lot of trouble,” she said. “It’s very disturbing.”  

Ms. Hopper said it is mostly a problem during the night hours, and she suggests there be a dusk 
to dawn restricted sign at the park, so the teenagers cannot be there after dark. However, she said 
this would not work during the summer, when it gets dark late at night.  

After the meeting, Tom Nice, of Belmar, also said there have been issues at the playground. 

He said it has been an ongoing issue, with teenagers vandalizing, using vulgar language and 
throwing beer bottles and cans, since he moved to the borough two years ago.  

Mr. Nice said the playground should be dismantled. 

Tom Dilberger, of River Road, said during the meeting he has two suggestions on how to handle 
the teenage situation. One suggestion he had was to play classical music, such as Johann 
Sebastian Bach or Richard Wagner, in the park, which Mr. Dilberger said will “drive” teenagers 
away. 

The other suggestion Mr. Dilberger had was to have a walking patrolman.  

“Once again, it’s going to spend money,” he said, noting this wasn’t going to be a two-legged 
patrolman. “No one can argue with a dog. Once the muzzle comes off, everybody understands 
that.” 

Mayor Matt Doherty said after the meeting teenagers are “drawn” to the new handicapped-
accessible equipment because of its size and versatility. 

The equipment was donated by the Michael Allen Davidson Foundation, which is a group that 
was formed to commemorate a man who died in the Sept. 11, 2011 terrorist attacks. 

“[The equipment] was not made for teenagers but children,” he said.  



Councilman Brian Magovern said after the meeting, “unfortunately” the Americans with 
Disability Act compliant equipment was a “great idea that has gone wrong” because it is big 
enough for teenagers to use, which is discouraging mothers with children from using it.  

The councilman suggested the borough make a sign that would say “no adults unless 
accompanied by a child under 12.” 

“This way teenagers just hanging out there could be told to leave by the police,” Councilman 
Magovern said. 

“We want to get it back to where its a nice neighborhood playground,” the councilman 
continued.  

Mayor Doherty said the police are aware of the situation, and that the borough is looking into 
what kind of lighting can be put there. 

The borough is also looking into what type of ordinances can be put in place or if a sign can be 
erected at the park to restrict the age of people using it, Mayor Doherty said, noting these were 
just suggestions.  

	  


