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Belmar DPW hosts ‘A Benefit for a Brighter
Future’ for one of its own
Belmar borough employee Fred Faas
By Haley Behre

In 1990, one borough employee credited Belmar with saving
his life. As a borough employee, he had medical coverage,
which enabled him to receive the treatment he needed for his
testicular cancer.

“You always have regrets, [but] you know what, I wouldn’t
change a thing,” said Fred Faas, 46, of Brick, about working
for Belmar.

Mr. Faas said if he had another job or had remained in school
23 years ago, he would have died.

“So actually, I could [attribute] the borough to saving my life
back then,” he said.

Now, 23 years later, the borough continues to help out that
same employee as he battles cancer, once again. He was
diagnosed with stage IV lung and bone cancer in June.

One way the borough has helped out is by hosting “Freddy’s
Angels: A Benefit for a Brighter Future” to raise funds for Mr. 
Faas’ children, William, 9, and Carleen, 11. The event was
held this past Saturday.

FRED FAAS

Fred Faas III, of Brick, was born in
Point Pleasant Beach on July 11, 1967 to Helen and Frederick Jr. 

He received an associates degree in accounting from Ocean County College in 1988.

That same year, he began working for Belmar’s Department of Public Works [DPW] as
a laborer and has remained with the borough ever since. He was the senior parks
maintenance worker for the borough when he went on disability to focus on his health
earlier this year.

In June, after months of coughing so much to the point of losing consciousness and
falling and hurting himself, Mr. Faas discovered the cancer had returned, this time in his lungs and bones. The
cancer is not curable.

“The way things have gone in my life, which hasn’t been easy, it didn’t surprise me,” he said, noting he did not
think the cancer would be as bad as it was.

Kathleen Faas, Mr. Faas’ ex-wife, was there when he found out he had cancer again. Although divorced, they
remain good friends.
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William, 9, and Carleen, 11, are the children of
Fred Faas, 46, and the inspiration behind
“Freddy’s Angels: A Benefit for a Brighter
Future,” which took place this past Saturday.
The benefit raised funds for William and
Carleen’s future. Mr. Faas is battling stage IV
lung and bone cancer. Photo courtesy KATHLEEN
FAAS
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Her initial reaction, she said, was “Well, we’ll get through all of this.”

That moment changes one’s life, she said. “It was one of the most surreal moments I’ve ever had in my life,”
she said.

Since being diagnosed in June, he has been admitted into the hospital twice for fluid build up, once in his left
lung and once in his heart, and is on an experimental drug and undergoing chemotherapy. He has already
undergone radiation.

Mr. Faas’ life changed quickly, which he did not expect, and that scared him, he said.

One of the things that changed in his life is how often he saw his two children, who live in Pennsylvania with
their mother, Mrs. Faas.

When Mr. Faas was healthy, his children visited every other weekend, and they would often go bike riding or on
day trips to the circus or Point Pleasant boardwalk.

This was the first year “I could not do that and that killed me,” Mr. Faas said about taking his children to the
Point Pleasant boardwalk.

William and Carleen mean “everything to me,” Mr. Faas said.

Carleen said “I don’t know how to really explain” how much her father means to her because he means that
much.

Her favorite activity that she has done with her father was monster mini-golf, which is a place that is glow-in-
the-dark and the theme was monsters, she said.

As for William, his favorite activity is just hanging out with his dad.

“It’s fun to spend time with him,” he said.

“I think he’s really special and fun and I love him,” William said about his father.

According to DPW director Mike Campbell, soon after Mr. Faas was diagnosed, he asked Mr. Faas if he had a
wish — anything he wanted to do — to which Mr. Faas said the only thing he wishes for is for his children to
have a brighter future.

“I told him his brothers and sisters of Belmar and DPW would host a benefit for him and that’s what it started
from — it started from Fred’s wish,” Mr. Campbell said.

Mr. Faas said, “It just blew me away.”

“I don’t even know how to respond to it [the benefit]. I mean how can you,” he said, noting he feels he needs
to return the favor, and one way of doing that is to get better and go back to work for Mr. Campbell.

FREDDY'S ANGELS: A BENEFIT FOR A BRIGHTER FUTURE

On Saturday, Sept. 28, hundreds of friends, family and members of the local community came out to support
“Freddy’s Angels: A Benefit for a Brighter Future,” which took place at D’Jais Bar & Grill.

Those in attendance received two drink tickets and a buffet. There was also a raffle and Holme provided live
entertainment.

Carl Lazarus, acting manager of F. Faas Lawn Maintenance and Landscape Design, Inc., attended the event. The
company is owned by Mr. Faas.

“He’s a hell of a guy,” Mr. Lazarus said about Mr. Faas.
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As for the benefit, Mr. Lazarus said it was fantastic and he had a great time.

Originally, the DPW hoped to raise between $10,000 to $15,000 for Mr. Faas’ children, but Belmar was “more
than generous” and everyone that helped was “more than ambitious,” enabling them to raise a lot more than
originally anticipated, Mr. Campbell said.

During the event, Mr. Faas was presented a check for $25,000 for his children’s education. Mr. Faas’ children, as
well as his ex-wife and mother, Helen, attended the event.

Since then, that number has climbed to $36,000, with money still coming in, Amy Spera, DPW administrative
assistant said Tuesday.

Mr. Campbell said “It was a blessed event.”

“I’m very proud [of] the whole town of Belmar, the whole community” for coming together, he said. “It was
just a wonderful day to be from Belmar.”

Mr. Faas said he appreciates what Mr. Campbell, Fran Hines, DPW assistant superintendent, Ms. Spera, owners
of D’Jais and everybody else did for his family.

Although Mr. Faas was not feeling well that night, he made an appearance at the benefit and said it was worth
being there.

“[The benefit is] something I’ll never forget,” he said.

Charlie van der Linde, marina supervisor, thought it was a spectacular event.

“So many people came together and gave their hearts and gave their money,” he said, adding that the money
raised was “beyond our expectations.”

Joel Waldman, owner of Belmar Fitness on Ocean Avenue, said the event was very nice.

According to Mr. Waldman, Mr. Faas was a member of Belmar Fitness for over 20 years.

Mr. Faas is a “very honest, hard working” person and a “really good guy,” he said.

“Some things in life aren’t fair and this seems to be one of them,” Mr. Waldman said.

Mayor Matt Doherty said “Fred is a hero to everyone in Belmar.”

He added that the outpouring of support for the Faas family was tremendous, and that everything the Faas
family is going through “can happen to any one of us.”

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay, who attended the event, said it was “wonderful” to see an outpouring of
support from Belmar residents for Mr. Faas and his family.

“Fred is an amazing man. More importantly, he’s part of our Belmar family. We will do all we can to make sure
his angels have a bright future,” she said.

Mr. Faas’ mother, Helen, said the event was “absolutely wonderful. I can’t even describe to you.”

She said the DPW employees are like her sons, and they have been there for her son every moment.

“I love them all,” she said. “God bless their hearts and I don’t know how to repay them back.”

“They’re all heroes in my eyes,” she said.

She said she believes her son will be alright and will make it.
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“I know he is a fighter and he’s my hero,” Mrs. Faas said. “I’m so proud of him I can’t even put it into words.”

LOOKING FORWARD

Statistically, Mr. Faas said his chances of surviving the disease are “very poor, but I’m not looking at that.”

“Hopefully things turn out at least fair. I’m not asking for the world, but at least fair,” he said. “If I can get
somewhere into my 50s, my God I’d be so happy.”

Mr. Faas said it will be a fight and struggle, and that is what he is going to do because he feels as though his
purpose is not done yet.

“I need to leave a bigger mark,” he said. “I need people to know I was here for a reason.”

“I’m not worried about the fight or the pain or any of that, it doesn’t scare me...I don’t know how they’re [my
children] going to turn out without me around,” and that scares him, Mr. Faas said.

Mr. Faas said he hopes to get healthy enough to go where his children live and go on a day trip or vacation with
them.

“I mean, am I asking for the time to see them get married and stuff, sure that would be such a gift,” he said.
“But I’m not expecting that now... I don’t even know about graduation, but give me the handful of years so I
can see how they’re excelling, where they are in school and how they’re lining up to be... If I could get more,
great.”

“You can only take what you’re given. I don’t mean to be greedy. I’m not trying to be greedy,” he said. “I just
want a few chances.”

Mr. and Mrs. Faas, Carleen and William said they are thankful to all those who showed their support by coming
out to the event, as well as to all those who have helped their family since the beginning.

The DPW plans on hosting “Freddy’s Angels: A Benefit for a Brighter Future” again next year.
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