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Belmar Elementary teacher uses technology
to motivate reading
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — During the Sept. 26 Belmar Elementary School board of education meeting, a special education
teacher made a presentation on how she got her students motivated to read using technology.

Last year, Melissa Murphy, a sixth-, seventh-, and eight- grade special education teacher, challenged her
students to choose one chapter of a book on their individual reading level, and transform what they read into a
trailer, like those for movies.

Ms. Murphy said she was “looking for a project to do with them to challenge them and motivate them” to want
to read.

“As a struggling reader, sometimes you lose your motivation because you feel like it’s something you don’t do
well,” she said.

So, to motivate her students, she came up with the book trailer idea — a project she thought her students
could relate to since they see them for movies and video games.

Using animoto, a website that allows people to create videos, the students each
created a book trailer.

Once the trailers were made, QR [quick response] codes were made to accompany the
books, so other students were able to view them.

Now, Ms. Murphy will be conducting this lesson every marking period with her
students to add to their collection, and will be using animoto in other subjects, as
well.
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