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Union Fire Company moves back home
after hurricane
Moves back to fire house after 11 months of being displaced
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After months of being displaced from their fire house, the Union Fire Company moved back home on
Sunday, Sept. 29 — the 11 month anniversary of Hurricane Sandy.

“It feels great” to move back in, said Steve Hines, captain of the Union Fire Co.

The Union Fire Co. fire house is located on Ninth Avenue and E Street.

Due to Hurricane Sandy, everything on the first floor was damaged from the water, including the old jail cells
and Belmar Historical Society’s museum, which was getting ready to open when the storm hit. The fire house
has old jail cells inside as it used to be the borough’s police headquarters many years ago.

After 11 months of renovating the fire house, Union Fire Co. was able to move back home after spending
several months operating out of the West Belmar fire house on Route 71.

Renovations were all done in house between the fire company and borough.

To celebrate the homecoming, the fire company blew the emergency horn. The horn
was once an alert system for the first aid and fire departments, but is no longer used.
It is located at the fire house, Mr. Hines said.

They also tried to shoot the cannon, which was donated to the fire company in the
1920s, but were unable to do so because it had rusted from being in the water during
Hurricane Sandy. The cannon will be sent out to be refurbished.

Members of the two other borough fire companies, Hook & Ladder and Goodwill Hose,
as well as residents, were in attendance. Both other fire companies sustained minimal damage and continue to
operate at their respective fire houses.
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