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Boro council amending zoning regulations
for microbrewery
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body approved the first reading of an ordinance at the Oct. 23 council meeting that
would amend the development regulations for the central business district in town.

The ordinance was approved unanimously.

If adopted, the ordinance would amend the town’s development regulations to include a brewery facility as a
permitted principal use in the Central Business District [CBD]-1 zone.

Prior to this, a brewery was a prohibited use in the borough.

The borough is amending the regulations because plans are in the works to bring a microbrewery to town at the
Freedman’s bakery site.

The microbrewery would be home to East Coast Beer Company, which manufactures
and distributes a line of craft brews under the Beach Haus label. East Coast Beer 
company is currently based in Point Pleasant Beach and brews its beer in Rochester,
N.Y.

East Coast Beer Company currently does not own a brewery, but does contract
brewing, which means the beer company rented brewery time and equipment.

In order to bring the brewing process to the Jersey Shore, and to own their own
brewery, East Coast Beer Company looked at several locations along the shore before
finally selecting Belmar.

Freedman’s Bakery and MB1 Capital Partners have not closed on the property yet.

MB1 is a real estate investment company, based in Wall, that will be purchasing the bakery site, located on the
corner of Eighth Avenue and Main Street, and leasing it to the beer company.

Once the property is purchased, interior and exterior improvements will be made.

The barber shop and furniture painting shop currently there will be vacated, as well.

Joel Brudner, managing partner with MB1, said he expects to close in the next month or two.
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