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First United Methodist Church continues to
rebuild post-Sandy
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One year later, and the First United Methodist
Church, here, is still picking up the pieces that Hurricane
Sandy left behind.

When Sandy hit last year, 2 to 4 feet of water flooded the First
United Methodist Church, depending on where one was in the
building, damaging almost everything in the building. The
church is located at the corner of Seventh Avenue and D
Street.

Soon after the storm, the church did an initial cleanup, power
washing the building, tearing out sheetrock and emptying the
church of what was damaged, said Jim Milton, trustee of the
church. This was done with the help of volunteers.

Then, over the summer, volunteers came in from all over the
country to do the remaining clean up work, such as tearing up
the altar, and started painting the church, Mr. Milton said.

According to Christie Kropac, project manager for rebuilding
the church and a church member, it took awhile to clean up
the church due to the lack of money and resources.

For at least six months after the storm, the church met at
Goodwill Fire House, on Seventh Avenue.

Just prior to summer, the church
began meeting in its fellowship hall, located in the church, he said.

With the church cleaned up, repairs, such as electrical and plumbing work, were able
to begin.

Greater New Jersey United Methodist Church’s A Future of Hope program assisted with
a lot of the repairs.

A Future of Hope was a program created post-Sandy by the Greater New Jersey United
Methodist Church leaders and United Methodist Committee on Relief to aid in the
long-term recovery of people in the state.

Now that the repairs are done, the church is working to “bring the building back to life” by, among other
things, installing carpets and bringing in chairs, said Pastor Andrew Ryoo, of the First United Methodist Church
in Belmar. Pastor Ryoo was not a pastor at the church when the storm hit.

The church also recently painted its steeple dark blue. The steeple used to be white.

This work is being done with the help of Mosaic Ministries, which joins churches to operate together so they can
be more effective. The churches in the ministry are the United Methodist Churches in Bradley Beach, Belmar
and Union Beach. In addition to bringing the church back to life, the First United Methodist Church is hoping to
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The First United Methodist Church, in Belmar,
has yet to congregate in its sanctuary since
Hurricane Sandy hit late last year as members
have not yet completed renovations. The
church currently meets in the church’s
fellowship hall, and officials expect it to be
fully functioning by the end of November. Photo
by RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP

Star News Group (10.31.13): First United Methodist Church con... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/10.31.13/first_united_10...

1 of 2 11/7/13 10:12 PM



make improvements, as well.

These improvements include putting in chairs instead of pews and replacing the organ with a sound system,
Pastor Ryoo said.

“We didn’t want to replicate what the sanctuary used to be,” he said. “We wanted to move forward.”

Mosaic Ministries is working with a local artist to build an altar for each church in the ministry that will have
inspirational messages written by the congregation embedded into it.

Pastor Lakesha Groover, of the First United Methodist Church in Belmar, said, “We wanted something that
connects the churches.” Pastor Groover was not a pastor at the church when the storm hit.

“An altar table is an essential place to usually any worship space,” he said. “So we thought it would be a good
piece to connect the churches.”

The church is also in the process of reopening its food pantry. It should be reopened in the next month.

Pastor Ryoo said he hopes the church is fully functioning by the end of November.
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