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Four candidates to compete for two open
council seats
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Residents are getting ready to cast their vote on Tuesday, deciding who will join the council on the
dais come the new year.

The two council seats up for grabs are that of council members Brian Magovern and Claire Deicke.

Council President Deicke chose not to seek re-election.

Democratic Councilman Magovern and newcomer Janis Keown-Blackburn, as well as Republicans David Schneck
and Thomas Burke will be competing for the two open seats.

The Democrats have a stronghold on the current council, with three council members and the mayor all being a
member of that party.

The only Republican currently on the dais is Councilman Jim Bean.

That dynamic could shift, however, if the Republican candidates both win a seat on
the dais.

BRIAN MAGOVERN

Councilman Brian Magovern, 61, lives on South Lake Drive with his wife, Jane.
Together, they have two children, Meghann and Colleen. Councilman Magovern is a
lifelong resident of the borough.

The councilman received his Bachelor of Arts degree from William Paterson University, in Wayne.

He currently works as a physical education teacher at St. Peter School, in Point Pleasant Beach.

The councilman began serving on the dais in 2010, to fill the seat of former councilwoman Merry Brennan when
she resigned. He is currently serving his first full term, and is seeking to serve another. He currently sits on the
planning board, harbor commission and shade tree commission.

Councilman Magovern previously served on the tourism commission and was once the president of the Belmar
Kiwanis Club and Belmar Historical Society.

Councilman Magovern said he would like to ask residents to vote for their local candidates, such as himself,
first when voting. As someone who has lived in Belmar his whole life, the councilman said he knows what is
best for Belmar “better than any outside official running for a county or state position.”

The councilman said Belmar has accomplished a lot the past three years while he has been on council,
including increasing youth and senior programs, recovering from several natural disasters, and adopting a zero
municipal tax increase for the past three years.

“Lets keep Belmar's mayor and council working together as a team for Belmar,” he said.

JANIS KEOWN-BLACKBURN

Ms. Keown-Blackburn, 65 who has resided in Belmar for the past 14 years, lives on River Route. She has one
daughter, Sandra, who lives in California.
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Ms. Keown-Blackburn graduated from Rutgers University with a major in marketing and a minor in meteorology.

She was a pilot for over 40 years before retiring from Spirit Airlines in March.

Currently, Ms. Keown-Blackburn is a member of the zoning board of adjustment and serves on the housing
authority commission for the senior citizen building. She also recently joined the Belmar Arts Council, Belmar
Historical Society and Belmar Woman’s Club.

Outside the community, Ms. Keown-Blackburn is a member of the Civil Air Patrol, NJ Aviation Education Council
and the Ninety-Nines, all of which have to do with aviation.

Ms. Keown-Blackburn said she feels the most important thing in town is its residents.

If elected, Ms. Keown-Blackburn said she would like to see the many programs in town, such as the recreation
programs, senior programs and Mayor’s Wellness Campaign programs, continue and “not see anything shrivel up
and going away.”

DAVID SCHNECK

Mr. Schneck, 56, has resided in the borough for the past 20 years with his wife Karen and their two daughters
Jenna, 16, and Catina, 13. They reside on C Street.

He graduated from Franklin High School, in Somerset, in 1975.

Mr. Schneck currently is a technical writer and product program director for Continental Auto Parts, LLC in
Newark.

While Mr. Schneck has never sat on the dais, he has attended and participated in almost every council meeting
for the past eight years or so, and has run unsuccessfully for a seat on the council in 2010 and dropped out of
the race last year.

If elected, Mr. Schneck and Mr. Burke would like to “institute a series of reforms to bring more transparency to
Belmar’s government,” such as having the council have more oversight of the town’s spending and adding
another public session at the beginning of council meetings, Mr. Schneck said.

He would also like to see the governing body comply with the Faulkner Act, which provides the right for
citizens to have a referendum, Mr. Schneck said.

“The basic premise of my political philosophy is to put my trust in the people,” he said. “I absolutely trust that
next Tuesday the people will make the right decision.”

TOM BURKE

Mr. Burke, 70, lives on 10th Avenue with his wife, Joyce Ciallella. He has three stepsons, Jeff, 42, Justine, 35,
and Jimmy, 33.

Mr. Burke graduated from Simpson College in Iowa in 1966, where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in
education. After graduating, Mr. Burke began a 20-year career with the State of New Jersey in the Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation, where he served as counselor, manager and supervising administrative analyst over
that 20-year period.

In 1984, Mr. Burke started Greywolf Antiques in Lambertville and Brielle, which he said became a well-known
business in both areas for over 20 years.

He retired in 2005.

Mr. Burke lived in Brielle for a number of years, during which he served on a number of committees.
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While Mr. Burke has not sat on the dais before, he is no stranger to the election season. He ran unsuccessfully
as the Republican candidate in the November 2012 election.

He is involved with the Belmar Historical Society and the Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Burke said he and Mr. Schneck’s platform is about putting the community first and the destination second.

To do this, they plan to “restore fiscal responsibility and transparency, reel in out of control spending and do
the best we can to keep taxes where they are,” Mr. Burke said.

He also stressed the importance of exercising one’s constitutional right to vote.

“It’s important to get out and vote,” he said.

POLLING LOCATION

All residents can cast their vote in borough hall, 601 Main St., on Tuesday, Nov. 5, from 6 a.m.- 8 p.m.
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