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St. Rose fourth-graders host luncheon
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose fourth-graders sat down to a smörgåsbord
of food on Monday cooked by their fellow classmates and
family members.

Each year, the fourth-graders read a story called “A Visit with
Grandpa,” in which the grandfather of the main character,
Justin, makes biscuits for him. That part of the story is the
essence behind the cumulative activity for the fourth-grade
class, which was a luncheon with a grandparent.

Karen Sullivan, a fourth-grade teacher, said the class reads “A
Visit with Grandpa” each year because it teaches about
responsibility and valuing the special people in their lives.

To prepare for the luncheon, each student researched their
favorite family recipe, cooked it with their family member and
shared it with the rest of the class on Monday. The students all
invited a favorite member of their family to join them for
lunch.

By having the students help cook the meal, it reinforces many
skills such as measurement, following directions, sequencing,
time and temperature, Ms. Sullivan said.

“The luncheon is a wonderful, culminating activity that allows
the children to make a memory with
a special person in their lives,” she said.

Fourth-grader Angela Westerfield, 9, cooked macaroni and cheese with her
grandparents for the luncheon because she always has it in the winter and on her
birthdays. Her grandfather, Martin Westerfield, attended the event.

Mr. Westerfield said family is important because everyone keeps in touch and it allows
the younger generations to learn family values, such as kindness and understanding,
that they can pass down to their grandchildren one day.

Nicholas Dinatale, 9, said he chose to cook pizza for the luncheon because it is one of
his favorite family recipes, and is eaten every Friday night in his household.

He said that he visits his grandparents often, and that it is important to get to know one’s grandparents
because “they’re your family members.”

The luncheon was special day for fourth-grader Thomasina Nash, 9, as it reminds her of the time she spent with
her grandfather, Thomas Ferrara, who died earlier this year.

Thomasina is named after her grandfather.

Thomasina said she liked “A Visit with Grandpa” because it reminded her of her grandfather and the many
times they cooked together.

She chose to cook macaroni and cheese for the luncheon.
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St. Rose Grammar School fourth-grader Emma
Keenan, 9, invited her grandmother, Theresa
Scalcione, to a luncheon earlier this week. The
luncheon was the fourth-graders cumulative
activity for reading the book “A Visit with
Grandpa,” and included each student finding a
family recipe and preparing that dish for the
luncheon. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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The class is in the process of creating a commemorative placemat that will depict “A Visit with Grandpa” and
have the student’s typed recipe.

The leftover food from the luncheon was donated to the St. Vincent DePaul Society.
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