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Council adopts redevelopment plan
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The governing body approved an ordinance adopting the boardwalk redevelopment plan at the Oct.
23 council meeting.

The ordinance was approved, 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean as the sole no vote.

Adopting a redevelopment plan is the next step for the borough since it designated the beachfront as an area in
need of redevelopment earlier this year.

Designating the area in need of redevelopment, which was done in light of Hurricane Sandy and the destruction
it caused at the beachfront, gives the borough more options when rebuilding the pavilions. These options, such
as entering a private-public partnership, are made possible with the redevelopment plan.

The area in need of redevelopment has been limited to public property, extending all along Ocean Avenue,
from Second Avenue south, and as far west as the curb line on the west side of Ocean Avenue to as far east as
the Atlantic Ocean.

The redevelopment plan, which will supercede zoning in the area, lays out what uses
are permitted and gives the borough options when it comes to redeveloping the area.

“What this redevelopment plan does is, it focuses on the areas where the pavilions
were,” David Roberts, the borough’s planning consultant, has said.

The plan includes all four pavilions that stood at the beachfront prior to Hurricane
Sandy.

The borough is already moving forward with redeveloping two of the four pavilions.
Those pavilions are Fifth Avenue [Taylor Pavilion] and 10th Avenue. The Eighth and

13th Avenue pavilions are not being constructed at this time.

The redevelopment plan was adopted 4-1, with Councilman Bean as the sole no vote.

“We own the property. There’s no need for this,” the councilman said prior to voting no.
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