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Boro reflects on year since Hurricane Sandy
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — To mark the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Sandy on Tuesday, the Borough of Belmar held a
ceremony at the beach complete with speeches, song and candlelight.

When Hurricane Sandy hit on Oct. 29, 2012, it decimated the beachfront and destroyed many homes in the
borough, leaving many families displaced.

Since then, the boardwalk has been rebuilt, plans are in the works to rebuild two of the four pavilions that
were torn down and many, but not all, of the affected families have returned home.

With the passing of the one-year anniversary, the town took time to reflect on all that has happened since the
storm.

The ceremony was held on Oct. 29 at the Fifth Avenue boardwalk. Mayor Matt Doherty, council members,
Senator Bob Singer [R-30], Assemblyman David Rible [R-30] and Freeholder Gary Rich were among those in
attendance.

Mayor Doherty began by reflecting on the days following the storm and how the
residents “banded together.”

“The amount of faith and hope that people had in each other was truly inspiring for
me and the council as we moved forward with the recovery and ultimately the rebuild
in Belmar,” he said.

The boardwalk is symbolic of what happened as it has been a part of Belmar’s
character since 1875 and more than 100 businesses rely on the tourists over the
summer months, Mayor Doherty said.

When Sandy hit, the boardwalk was decimated and the borough made a promise to rebuild it by Memorial Day
weekend. That promise was kept and the boardwalk reopened in time for Memorial Day weekend.

The only way the borough was able to rebuild the boardwalk, the mayor said, was through the leadership of
Gov. Chris Christie and the partnership the town had with state and local officials.

Over the past year, “we’ve made tremendous strides as a community,” he said.

While the borough has come a long way since the storm, Mayor Doherty said there is more to be done as 20
families or so still remain displaced, some of whom have no time frame to move back home.

“And I can tell you that we as a governing body and all of us together should commit right now, that we will not
rest until everyone is back in their home in Belmar,” the mayor said.

Tuesday was an important day to remember and reflect what happened one year ago, but it is also time for the
community to move forward, Mayor Doherty said, noting the community must also not forget those who remain
displaced.

“The most important thing we can do is remember to stay together the way we banded together in the
beginning,” he said.

Sen. Singer then spoke briefly about the 26,000 people who remain displaced due to various reasons, including
problems with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and insurance companies.

Star News Group (10.31.13): Boro reflects on year since Hurric... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/10.31.13/boro_reflect_1...

1 of 2 11/7/13 10:12 PM



“We’re not leaving you alone,” he said.

The senator then presented a proclamation to the mayor to thank all those who helped out in the wake of the
storm.

Assemblyman Rible reflected on the day after the storm when Gov. Christie visited Belmar, and the leadership
of the mayor and governing body post-Sandy. Assemblyman Rible grew up in Belmar, and said he had questioned
how the town would rebuild.

“And you did it. You did it with great leadership,” he said.

Freeholder Rich said after the storm, he took a ride in a helicopter and saw the devastation in Belmar.

“But there was something about Belmar where the people here are just so resilient,” he said.

Following the speeches, Danny White, owner of Beach Music Studios in Belmar, sang “Hope” with Kerry McNulty,
the vocal music and choral director at Belmar Elementary School and who gives lessons at the studio. Mr. White
wrote the song.

Belmar Elementary eighth-graders Devin Barry, Mary Caldwell and Shayla Keefe, all 13, then sang “Amazing
Grace.” All three are choral students of Ms. McNulty at Belmar Elementary School.

The Rev. Neiser Cardenas, of St. Rose Church in Belmar, then lead everyone in a prayer.

The ceremony concluded as residents lit their candles and sung “God Bless America” lead by Mr. White and
Mayor Doherty.

To listen to “Hope,” visit http://vimeo.com/72605650.
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